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BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P J DONALD COLLECTION 


PREFACE 


It has been with a proud sense of a collecting achievement of well over forty years that 
Peter Donald, the well-known Byzantinist, co-author of the books "The Later Palaeologan Coinage” and 
“The Billon Trachea of Michael VIII", a regular contributor to numismatic journals, and Fellow of the 
Royal Numismatic Society since 1955, oversaw the preparation of this catalogue of two hundred and 
eighty-five gold coins from his own collection. 


Peter's mentor and friend was the late P D Whitting G.M., eminent Byzantinist and author, 
from whom he received considerable guidance and encouragement. In the catalogue which he has 
prepared himself, Peter has illustrated all of the coins from this part of his collection, keeping his Late 
Period coins and his silver and copper collections for continued study and improvement. The gold 
has been collected on a casual basis over a long period. It has been built into a fine scientific collection, 
acquired always with an eye for the unusual, irrespective of condition. It contains many rare and 
problematic pieces. Where more common coins have been acquired, Peter was in a good position to 
make a careful selection from the trays of London dealers, and also to pursue rarities in European 
sales in the days before the book “Byzantine Coins and their Values” was thought of. This part of his 
gold collection, down to the Latin Conquest of Constantinople in 1204, contains an excellent group of 
Solidi, Semisses and Tremisses including rarities (some not published until now) of Theodosius III 
(lots 169-171), Artemius Anastasius (167-168), Philippicus Bardanes(165), the revolt of Heraclius (79), 
and large-flan Carthaginian Solidi of Heraclius and Heraclius Constantine (90-91). Of particular note 
is a very rare western Semissis in the name of Zeno (11). A highlight of the representation of rare 
mints is the Nicosia electrum Trachy of Isaac, usurper in Cyprus (273), only the third known 
specimen. Outstanding coins from Rome (132), Ravenna (146), Syracuse (144,177,186,188), 
Thessalonika (20, 29) and uncertain mints (33, 77-78) are also included, not to overlook the extremely 
rare lightweight of Justinian I (26). Many pieces are from old and famous collections, from Prince 
Cantacuzene, Lord Grantley, "Foreign Ambassador", Bement and more recently, Goodacre. 


The auction offers collectors the chance to choose from a broad range of material, many coins 
estimated at a level affordable to most. An excellent collection of coins of real interest formed by an 
expert, something rarely seen in the saleroom these days. 


Thomas Curtis 
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BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P.J.DONALD COLLECTION 
down to the Latin conquest of Constantinople in 1204 


THEODOSIUS II, Augustus 402-450 


Solidus 4.45¢, Constantinople 422-423, DN THEODO-SIVS PF AVG, bust of emperor facing 
slightly right, cuirassed, crested helmet, diademed, holding spear over shoulder with right 
hand, and shield with horseman and fallen enemy motif, rev VOT XX - MVLT XXX B, Victory 
standing left supporting long jewelled cross with right hand, in ex. CONOB (RIC X 219; MIRB 
15b). A beautiful, well-centred coin, mint state. £350-400 


Solidus 4.46 g, Western Imitation c.430-441, DA THEODOI-VZ PF AVG (blundered), bust of 
emperor facing slightly right, cuirassed, crested helmet, diademed, holding spear over 
shoulder with right hand, and shield with horseman and fallen enemy motif, rev VOT XXX- 
MVLT XXXX TI, Constantinopolis enthroned left, holding globus cruciger and long sceptre, 
left foot on prow and shield by left side, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (RIC X, -; MIRB -). 
Slightly crude style and irregular lettering, good very fine. £200-250 


Solidus 4.47g, Constantinople 443-450, DN THEODOSI-VS PF AVG, bust of emperor facing 
slightly right, cuirassed, crested helmet, diademed, holding spear over shoulder with right 
hand, and shield with horseman and fallen enemy motif, rev IMP XXXXII COS-XVII PP A, 
Constantinopolis enthroned left, holding cross on globe and long sceptre, left foot on prow 
and shield at left side, star in left field, in ex. COMOB (RIC X 312; MIRB 33bb). About 
extremely fine, rare. £230-250 


From Glendining's auction 13 February 1963 lot 110 


Semissis 2.20g, Constantinople c.444, DN THEODO-SIVS PF AVG, diademed, draped and 

cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGG, Victory seated right, inscribing + XXXV on shield, 

christogram to right, star in left field, in ex. CONOB (RIC X 331; MIRB 42). Very fine, scarce. 
£80-100 


Tremissis 1.48g, Constantinople 408-422, DN THEODO-SIVS PF AVG, young, diademed, 
draped and cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA-AVGVSTORVM, Victory advancing right, 
head facing left, holding cross on globe and wreath, star in right field, in ex. CONOB 
(RIC X 341; MIRB 45). Good very fine, scarce. £150-180 


LICINIA EUDOXIA, 439-455 


Tremissis 1.47g, Constantinople c.440, AEL EVDO-XIA AVG, diademed and draped bust 


right, rev cross in wreath, in ex. CONOB followed by star (RIC X 346; MIRB 51). Pierced, very 


fine, rare. £140-180 
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BALDWIN’S COIN AUCTION NO.5 
LEO I, Augustus 457-474 


Solidus 4.36g, Constantinople c.471 or 473, DN LEO PE-RPAVC, bust of emperor facing 
slightly right, cuirassed, crested helmet, diademed, holding spear over shoulder with right 
hand, and shield with horseman and fallen enemy motif, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG é, Victory 
standing supporting long jewelled cross, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (RIC X 630; 
MIRB 3b). Extremely fine. £170-200 


Tremissis 1.45g, Rome 465-473, DN LEO PE-RPET AVG, diademed, draped and cuirassed 


bust right, rev cross in wreath; in ex. CONOB (RIC X 2533; L - ). About good very fine, very rare. 
£250-300 


ZENO, Augustus 476-491 


Solidus 4.38g, Constantinople last (5th) issue, DN ZENO-PERP AVG, bust of emperor half- 
right, crested diademed helmet, holding spear over shoulder with right hand and shield with 
horseman and fallen enemy motif, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG_ I, Victory standing left, 
supporting long jewelled cross with right hand, star in right field; in ex. CONOB (RIC X 930; 
MIRB 7). Good very fine. £200-250 


From the Schoenlich Collection, acquired 1951 


Solidus 4.47g, Rome c.480-491, DN ZENOP-ERP F AVG, bust of emperor facing slightly 
right, crested diademed helmet, holding spear over shoulder with right hand and shield with 
horseman motif, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG A, Victory standing left, supporting long jewelled 
cross, with pellets at extensions, with right hand, six-pointed star in right field; in 
ex. © COMOB e (RIC X 3657 Odovacar; L 50 7). Very fine, very rare. £300-350 


Semissis 2.162, Rome c.480-491, DN ZENOP-ERP F AVG, diademed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right, revo SALVS REI PVBLICE, christogram within wreath, in ex. COMOB (RIC X 3658. 
Odovacar; L pl. 44 137 Julius Nepos in Zeno's name). Good very fine, extremely rare. £750-850 


From the Knobloch Collection, Stack's New York auction 5 May 1985 lot 1561 


Solidus 4.48g, uncertain Western mint 477-480, DN ZENO-PERP AVG, bust of emperor 
facing slightly right, crested diademed helmet, holding spear over shoulder with right hand 
and shield with horseman and fallen enemy motif, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG, Victory standing 
left, supporting long jewelled cross with right hand, star in right field, in ex. COMOB 
(RIC X -; L- ). Good very fine, very rare. £300-350 


From Glendining's auction 14 December 1961 lot 63 
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BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P.J.DONALD COLLECTION 


Tremissis 1.35g, uncertain Western mint 477-480, DN ZENO-PERP VG, diademed, draped 
and cuirassed bust right, rev cross within wreath; in ex. CONOd (RIC X -; L - ). About 
extremely fine, very rare. £350-400 


ANASTASIUS I, 491-518 


Solidus 4.47g, Constantinople c.492-507, DN ANASTA-SIVS PP AVG, bust of emperor facing 
slightly right, helmeted with cross above diadem, cuirassed, holding spear over shoulder in 
right hand and shield, rev VICTORI - A AVGGG I, Victory standing left supporting long 
jewelled cross with right hand, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 4b; MIB 4 var; S 3). 
Good very fine, reverse extremely fine. £150-180 


From Glendining's auction 13 February 1963 lot 114 


Solidus 4.43g, Constantinople c.507-518, DN ANASTA-SIVS PP AVG, bust of emperor facing 
slightly right, helmeted, with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding spear over 
shoulder in right hand and shield, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG A, Victory holding long linear 
jewelled cross surmounted by reversed rho, star in left field; in ex. CONOB (DOC 7a; MIB 7; 
S 5). About extremely fine. £160-180 


Semissis 2.22g, Constantinople, c.492-507, DN ANASTA-SIVS PP AVG, diademed, draped 
and cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory seated on shield, inscribing XXXX 
on shield, in field right reversed christogram, star in left field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 8; MIB 9; 
S 6). Very fine, scarce. £90-120 


WESTERN IMITATIONS OF ANASTASIUS I, 491-518 


Solidus, 4.35g Italy, DN ANASTAS-IVS PERP AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust facing 
slightly right, holding spear behind head, and shield, rev VICTORI-AAVCCC I, Victory 
standing facing, holding long voided cross, star to right; in ex CONOR (BMC Ostro.-; MIB 3a 
2 Con.). Very fine, rare. £200-250 


From the Bridge Collection, Glendining / Baldwin auction 7 March 1990 lot 22 

This coin is struck with the same dies as MIB 3a 2 Anastasius I, given by Hahn to Constantinople, but the odd style, 
unbarred A's and CONOR in exergue suggest a Western provenance, and copies the rare type with PERP in the 
obverse legend 


Tremissis, 1.21g, Italy, DN ANASTA-SIVS PP AVI, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right, rev VICTORIA AUGVSTORVN, Victory advancing right, head left, holding wreath and 
cross on globe, star on exergual line; in ex CONOB (MIB -; S -). Neat style but almost certainly 


Western, very fine, rare. £90-120 
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BALDWIN’S COIN AUCTION NO.5 


JUSTIN I, 518-527 


Solidus 4.49g, Constantinople 519-527, DN IVSTI-NVS PP AVG, bust of emperor facing 
slightly right, helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding spear over 
shoulder in right hand and shield, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG §, angel standing facing holding © 
long jewelled cross and cross on globe, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 2; MIB 3; 5S 56). 

Insignificant hairline scratch in obverse field, extremely fine. £160-190 


From Glendining's auction 13 February 1963 lot 115 


Solidus 4.33g, Thessalonika 518-522, DN IVSTI-NVS PP AVG, bust of emperor facing slightly 
right, helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding spear over shoulder 
with right hand and shield, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG, Victory standing left, holding long 
jewelled cross, stars in field left and right, in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB 6; S 77a). About 
extremely fine, very rare. £500-550 


From Malter Gallery auction October 1994 lot 280 


JUSTINIAN I, 527-565 


Solidus 4.24g, Constantinople 545-565, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVG, bust of emperor facing, 
helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding cross on globe and shield, rev 
VICTORI-A AVGGG A, angel standing facing holding long rho-headed cross and cross on 
globe, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 9var; MIB 7; S 140). Some weakness in striking, 
extremely fine. £130-160 


From the Hama (Syria) Hoard c.1960 


Solidus 4.47g, Constantinople 542-552, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVG, bust of emperor facing, 
helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding cross on globe and shield, rev 
VICTORI-A AVGGG IB, angel standing facing holding long rho-headed cross and cross on 
globe, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 278 Carthage; MIB 7; S 140). About good very 
fine. £140-170 


Despite the appearance of IB at the end of the reverse legend, a feature normally associated with the Carthaginian series and 
representing an indictional date, this specimen is in the style of Constantinople, and the IB here indicates the twelfth officina. 


Semissis 2.22g, Constantinople 527-565, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AV, bust of emperor right, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed, rev VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory seated inscribing XXXX on 
shield, christogram in right field, star in left, in ex. CONOB (DOC 17; MIB 17; S 143). Struck 
on large flan, some striking weakness, good very fine. £90-120 


Tremissis 1.47¢, Constantinople 527-565, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVI, bust of emperor right, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed, rev VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM, Victory advancing right, 
head left, holding wreath and cross on globe, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 19; MIB 
19;5 145). About extremely fine. £75-90 
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BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P.J. DONALD COLLECTION 


Tremissis 1.44g, Constantinople 527-565, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVI, bust of emperor right 
diademed, draped and cuirassed, rev VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM, Victory advancing ene 
head left, holding wreath and cross on globe, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 19: 
MIB 19;S 145). Good very fine. £60-80 


Lightweight Solidus = 20 Siliquez 3.68g, Constantinople, 537-542, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP 
AVG, bust of emperor facing, helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding 
cross on globe and shield, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG I, angel standing facing holding long 
linear cross and globe, star in right field, in ex. OB x (DOC (15)=Adelson 28; MIB 12=Adelson 
28; S 141 var. =Adelson 28). Second known specimen, good very fine,. £650-750 


From Sotheby's auction December 1982 lot 138 


Lightweight Solidus = 22 Silique 4.03¢, Constantinople 542-565, DN IVSTINI-ANVS [PP 
AVG], bust of emperor facing, helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding 
cross on globe and shield, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG@S, angel standing facing holding long 
linear cross and globe, star in right field, in ex. OB *+* (DOC 200 Antioch; MIB 10b; S 212 
Antioch). Good very fine, very rare. £200-240 


Solidus 4.42g, Thessalonika 542-562, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVG, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding cross on globe and shield, rev 
VICTORI-A AVGGG, angel standing facing holding long linear cross and globe, star in right 
field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 7var; MIB 22var; S 138 Con.; see D. M. Metcalf, "The Minting of 
Gold Coinage in Thessalonika, etc." Studies in Early Byzantine Gold Coinage, ANS No. 17 
New York 1988, no. 313, this coin). Good very fine, very rare. £300-350 


Solidus 4.30g, Thessalonika 542-562, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVG, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding cross on globe and shield, rev 
VICTORI-A AVGGG, angel standing facing holding long linear cross and globe, star in right 
field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 7; MIB 22; S 138 Constantinople). About extremely fine, rare. 
£400-450 


Solidus 4.46g, Carthage 548-549, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVI, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding cross on globe and shield, rev 
VICTORI-A AVGGG IB for 12th indiction, AD 548-549, angel standing facing holding long 
linear cross and cross on globe, star in right field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 2/77); MIB 25357200): 
Extremely fine, scarce. £270-300 


Solidus 4.35g, Ravenna 542-562, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVI, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding cross on globe and shield, rev 
VICTORI-A AVGGG TI, angel standing facing holding staff surmounted by christogram with 
pellet in rho, and cross on globe, star in right field, in ex. CONOR (DOCE333;, MIB 7.275.312): 
Good very fine, rare. £350-400 
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BALDWIN’S COIN AUCTION NO.5 


Semissis 2.19g, Uncertain Western mint, possibly Sicily c.542-562, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP 
NG, bust of emperor right, diademed, draped and cuirassed, rev VICTORIA AVGGG, 

Victory seated on shield, inscribing numerals on shield, star to left, rho-headed cross to right, 

in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB -; S -). Good very fine, very rare. £250-280 


Solidus 4.47g, Uncertain Western mint ¢.542-565, ON IVSTIUI-ANVS PP AVG, facing bust of 
emperor, helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, rev VICTORI-A AVGGG Z, 
Victory standing facing holding long jewelled cross and cross on globe, star in right field, in 
ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB -; S -). Unpublished, good very fine. £350-400 


A Western provenance is suggested by the unbarred A's. 


JUSTIN IL, 565-578 


Solidus 4.50g, Constantinople January 566, DN IVSTI-NVS PP AVI, bearded facing bust of 
emperor, helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted 
by Victory and shield rev VICTORI-A AVGGG H, Constantinopolis seated facing, head right, 
holding spear and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 2var; MIB 4var; S 344var). Mint state, 
rare. £220-250 


From the Hama (Syria) Hoard c.1960. 
The bearded coins are believed to have been struck for the emperor's consulship of 1st January 556. On this coin the 
legend begins with DNIVSTI in unbroken form, an unpublished feature. 


Solidus 4.45g, Constantinople 567-578, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVG, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory 
and shield rev VICTORI-A AVGGG I, Constantinopolis seated facing, head right, holding 
spear and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 4; MIB 4; S 345). Mint state. £150-170 


Solidus 4.46g, Constantinople 571-572, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVI, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory 
and shield rev VICTORI-A AVGGG I, Constantinopolis seated facing, head right, holding 
spear and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB Z for regnal year seven, AD 571-2 (DOC 8b; MIB 5; S 350). 
Portrait slightly weak, about extremely fine, rare. £160-180 


Lightweight Solidus = 20 Siliquz 3.73g, Constantinople 567-578, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVI, 
facing bust of emperor, helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe 
surmounted by Victory and shield rev VICTORI-A AVGGG I, Constantinopolis seated facing, 
head right, holding spear and globe, in ex. OBXX (DOC 9; MIB 9a; S 351). Striking a little weak 
in places, extremely fine, very rare. £300-350 


From the Hama (Syria) Hoard c.1960 


38 


hy, 


40 


41 


42 


43 


BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P.J. DONALD COLLECTION 


Lightweight Solidus = 20 Siliquz 4.05g, Constantinople 567-578, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVI, 
facing bust of emperor, helmeted with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe 
surmounted by Victory and shield rev VICTORI-A AVGGG @S, Constantinopolis seated 
facing, head right, holding spear and globe, in ex. OB*+* (DOC 138 Antioch; MIB 8; S 376 
Antioch). Some striking weakness, mint state. £150-200 


From the Hama (Syria) Hoard c.1960 


Tremissis 1.41g, Constantinople 565-578, DN IVSTI-NVS PP AVI, profile bust of emperor 
right, diademed, draped and cuirassed, rev VICTORIA AVGVSTORVH, Victory advancing 
right, head left, holding wreath and cross on globe, star in right field, in ex. CONOR (DOC 13; 
MIB 11a; S 353). Mint state. £80-90 


From the Hama (Syria) Hoard c.1960 


Solidus 4.51g, Alexandria 565-567, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVI, facing bust of emperor, helmeted 
with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory, and 
shield rev VICTORI-A AVGGG I, Constantinopolis facing, the throne omitted, head right, 
holding spear and cross on globe, cross in left field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 6 Con.; MIB 13a; S 347). 
Extremely fine and rare. £300-350 


Certain unusual style solidi with a cross in the left field of the reverse, are given to the mint of Alexandria. Unlike 
other specimens of this type, this solidus has an obverse of distinctly Constantinopolitan style. A further feature of 
considerable numismatic interest is that CONOB in the exergue has been altered on the die from OBXX. The die 
was originally cut for a lightweight issue, then the exergue altered and, presumably, a cross added to the globe held 
by Constantinopolis so that it conformed to the full-weight solidus design. 


Solidus 4.52g, Alexandria 565-567, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVI, facing bust of emperor, helmeted 
with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory and shield 
rev VICTORI-A AVGGG I, Constantinopolis seated facing, head right, holding spear and cross 
on globe with pellet above, cross in left field, in ex. CONOB (DOC 6 Con.; MIB 13a; S 347). 
Extremely fine, rare. £250-300 


From the Hama (Syria) Hoard c.1960 


Solidus 4.47g, Alexandria 567-578, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVI, facing bust of emperor, helmeted 
with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory and shield 
rev VICTORI-A AVGGG I, Constantinopolis seated facing, head right, holding spear and 
cross on globe, rho-headed cross in left field, in ex. eCONOBe (DOC -; MIB 14; S 347a Con.). 
About extremely fine, very rare. £250-300 


Solidus 4.43g, Carthage 572-573, DNIVSTI-NVS PP AV, facing bust of emperor, helmeted 
with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory and shield 
rev VICTORI-A AVGGG S§ for indiction 6, AD 572-573, Constantinopolis seated facing, head 


right, holding spear and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 190; MIB 18b; 5 391). Good very 


fine, rare. £300-350 
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Solidus 4.42g, Ravenna 567-578, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVG, facing bust of emperor, helmeted 
with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory and shield 
rev VICTORI-A AVGGG P, Constantinopolis seated facing, head right, holding spear and 
cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 210b; MIB 21; S 407). Good very fine, rare. £320-360 


From the Kunst and Miinzen auction A XXII 1981 lot 525 


Solidus 4.36g, Ravenna 567-578, DNI-VSTI-NVS PP AVG, facing bust of emperor, helmeted 
with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory and shield 
rev VICTORI-A AVGGG NS, Constantinopolis seated facing, head right, holding spear and 
cross on globe, in ex. CONOR (DOC 210a; MIB 20c; S 407). Minor graffiti in obv. field, about 
extremely fine, rare. £280-330 


From the Goodacre Collection, Christie's auction 22 April 1986 lot 82 


Solidus 4.11g, Uncertain mint 565-578, DNI-VSTI-PP AVI, facing bust of emperor, helmeted 
with plume and trefoil ornament, cuirassed, holding globe surmounted by Victory and shield 
rev VICTORI-AAVGGG TI, Constantinopolis seated facing, head right, holding spear and 
cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB -;S -). Clipped, very fine, unpublished,. £170-190 


TIBERIUS CONSTANTINE, 578-582 


Solidus 4.35g, Constantinople 578-582, dm TIb CONS-TANT PP AVI, crowned and cuirassed 

bust facing, holding cross on globe and shield rev VICTORI-A AVGG I, jewelled cross potent 

on four steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC 4; MIB 4; S 422). Graffiti in reverse field, good very fine. 
£160-180 


Lightweight Solidus = 22 Siliquz 4.07g, Constantinople 578-582, dm TIb CONS-TANT PP 
AVI, crowned and cuirassed bust facing, holding cross on globe and shield rev VICTORI-A 
AVGG @S, cross potent on four steps, in ex. OB+* (DOC 38 Antioch; MIB 5; S 446 Antioch). 
Extremely fine, very rare. £450-500 


Semissis 2.16¢, Constantinople 578-582, dm COSTAN-TINVS PP AI, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev UICTOR TIbERI AUG, cross potent on ring, CONOB below (DOC 6; 
MIB 7 1;S 424). A little creased, good very fine, scarce. £100-120 


Tremissis 1.48g, Provincial mint, possibly Thessalonika 579-582, Um COSTAN-TINS PP AL 

diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, rev UICTOR TIbERI AVG, jewelled cross potent, 

CONOB below (DOC -; MIB -; S -). Unusual style, slight flan crease, about extremely fine, rare. 
£100-120 
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Solidus 4.43g, Carthage 580, dm TIb CONS-TANT PP AVG, crowned and cuirassed bust 
facing, holding cross on globe and shield, rev VICTORI-A AVGG S§ for regnal year 6, AD 580 
cross potent on four steps, CONOB below (DOC 58b; MIB 1; S 462). About extremely fine, rare. . 


£350-400 


From Sotheby's auction November 1983 lot 337. 
Regnal year 6, AD 580, is dated from Tiberius's appointment as Caesar in December 574 


Tremissis 1.50g, Ravenna 578-582, DM COSTAN-TINVS PP Al, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev UICTOR TIbERI AVG, cross potent, CONOB below (DOC 64; 
MIB 17;S 470). About extremely fine, rare. £250-300 


From Glendining's auction 14 December 1961 lot 72 


MAURICE TIBERIUS, 582-602 


Solidus 4.37g, Constantinople 582, DN TIbER M-AVRIC PP AV, crowned and cuirassed bust 
facing, holding cross on globe and shield rev VICTORI-A AVGG @, angel standing facing, 
holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 3; MIB 4; S 476). 
Some weakness on reverse, good very fine, rare. £200-240 


A brief early issue with Maurice wearing crown with cross. The name Tiberius, bestowed upon him by his 
predecessor, takes precedence in the titles. 


Solidus 4.28g, Constantinople 582-583, DN MAVRIC-TIbe PP AVI, crowned and cuirassed 
bust facing, holding cross on globe and shield rev VICTORI-A AVGG I, angel standing 
facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 4; MIB 
5;S 477). Good very fine, rare. £170-200 


Another brief issue, with Maurice wearing crown with cross, but now the name Maurice now takes precedence over 
Tiberius in the titles. 


Solidus 4.49g, Constantinople 583/4-602, ON MAVRC-TIb PP AVG, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume, draped and cuirassed, and holding cross on globe rev VICTORI-A 
AVGG E, angel standing facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in 
field right T, in ex. CONOB (DOC 6d var; MIB 8E var; S 480 var). Unpublished officina, 
extremely fine, scarce. £170-190 


Solidus 4.36g, Constantinople 583 /4-602, ON MAVRC-TIb PP AVG, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume, draped and cuirassed, and holding cross on globe rev VICTORI-A 
AVGG B, angel standing facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in 
ex. CONOB (DOC 5; MIB 6; S 478). Extremely fine. £150-170 


From the Hama (Syria) Hoard c.1960 
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Solidus 4.32g, Constantinople 583/4-602, ON MAVRC-TIb PP AVI, facing bust of emperor, 
helmeted with plume, draped and cuirassed, and holding cross on globe rev VICTORI-A 
AVGGG §, angel standing facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, 
in ex. CONOB (DOC 149d Antioch; MIB 6 1; S$ 524 Antioch). Exceptionally fine style compared 
with the usual issues from Constantinople, a beautiful example in high relief, mint state. £220-250 


Lightweight Solidus = 23 Silique 4.24g, Constantinople 583/4-602, ON MAVRC-TIb PP 
AVI, facing bust of emperor, helmeted with plume, draped and cuirassed, and holding cross 
on globe, star in right field rev VICTORI-A AVGG I, angel standing facing, holding long cross 
surmounted by rho and cross on globe, with star beneath, letter I in in left field, in ex. CONOB 
(DOC -; MIB -;S-). Very fine, unpublished lightweight with letter in field. £170-200 


It can only be assumed that the letter I in the reverse field has been moved, from what would have been its normal 
position in the right field, to the left, to make way for the star denoting a "lightweight" issue. 


Lightweight Solidus (23 Siliquz) 3.95g, Constantinople 583/4-602, ON MAVRC-TIb PP 
AVG, facing bust of emperor, helmeted with plume, draped and cuirassed, and holding 
cross on globe, star in right field rev [VICTORI]-A AVGG S, angel standing facing, holding 
long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, star below, in ex. CONOB (DOC 7; MIB 
11.2; S 481). Overstruck on an earlier, probably full-weight, Solidus without stars in field, very 
interesting, very fine. £140-160 


Semissis 2.17g, Constantinople 583, ON MAV-RI PP AV, diademed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right, rev UICTORI-A AVGG, Victory advancing right, head facing right, holding wreath 
and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DO (11); MIB 17b; S 487). Some double-striking, about good 
very fine, scarce. £80-100 


Tremissis 1.50g, Constantinople 582-583, ON TibE [RI PP AVI], diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, reo UICTORI-MAVRI AVG, cross potent, CONOB below (DO 14; MIB 
20var; S 488). Good very fine. £70-90 


From the Lord Grantley Collection sale, Glendining's 10 March 1936 and the Rashleigh Collection, Glendining's 
auction 14 January 1953 lot 194 


Semissis, 2.172, Thessalonika 582, DN TIbE-[M]JAV PP AVI, diademed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right, rev VICTORI-A AVGG, Victory advancing right, head facing right, holding wreath 
and cross on globe, six-pointed star beneath, in ex. CONOB (DO -; Hahn Vol III Supp. p; 57 
no. V 16; S-). Striking a little weak on obverse, about good very fine, believed to be the second known 
specimen. £180-230 


Solidus 4.40g, Carthage 587-588, DN MAVRI-TIb PP AV AN S for indiction 6 = AD 587-588), 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust facing, wearing plumed helmet and holding cross on 
globe rev VICTORI-A AVGG 2 for indiction 6, AD 587-588, angel standing, holding long cross 
surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 220 same dies; MIB 25a; S 548). 
Extremely fine, scarce. £350-400 


Acquired Tunis 1984 
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Tremissis 1.43g, Carthage 591-592, ON MAVRE-TIb PP AG, diademed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right, rev VICTORI-A AVGG I for indiction 10, AD 591-592, cross potent above CONOB 
(DOC 237var; MIB 26var; S 550var). Good very fine, very rare. £250-300 


It has been suggested that these coins were minted in Sicily, but the obverse legend ending AG is a feature peculiar 
to Carthage in earlier reigns : 


Solidus 4.30g, Ravenna, probably 583-584, DN MAVRC-TIb PP AVS , diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust facing, wearing plumed helmet and holding cross on globe rev VICTORI-A 
AVGG B for indiction 2, AD 583-583 or 598-599, angel standing, holding long cross 
surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 285; MIB 38; S 589). Good very 
fine, rare. £300-350 


From the Vecchi-Schwer auction No. 1, 13 May 1983, lot 351 


Tremissis 1.49g, Ravenna 583/4-602, DN MAVRC-TIb PP AVI, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, reo VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM, Victory advancing right, head left, 
holding wreath and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 287; MIB 50; S 592). Good very fine, 
rare. £160-180 


From Christie's auction 8 October 1985 lot 81 


Solidus 4.37g, Provincial possibly Rome 590-591, DN MAVRC-TIb PP AVG, draped and 
cuirassed bust facing, wearing plumed helmet and holding cross on globe rev VICTORI-A 
AVGG © for indiction or regnal year 9, AD 590-591, angel standing, holding long cross 
surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONOD (DOC -; see MIB Vol. III Supp. pl 57 
No 30 2var; S -). Some damage, very fine, very rare. £180-200 


The style of this piece suggests provincial manufacture. The coin bears a strong resemblance to a solidus allocated 
to Rome by Hahn under the above MIB reference. 


FOCAS, 602-610 


Solidus 4.38g, Constantinople c.603 ON FOCAS-PERP AVG, draped and cuirassed bust 
facing, wearing crown with pendilia and holding cross on globe rev VICTORI-A AVGG | 
angel standing facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. 
CONOB (DOC 1; MIB 5; S 616). Scarce type with pendilia, good very fine. £190-220 


Solidus 4.47g, Constantinople 609-610, dNN FOCAS-PERP AVI, draped and cuirassed bust 
facing, wearing crown and holding cross on globe rev VICTORIA-AVGU e, angel standing, 
holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 10e 7; MIB 11; 
S 620). Extremely fine. £140-180 


Semissis 2.15g, Constantinople 602-607, ON FOCA-S PP AVG, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORI-A AVGG, Victory advancing right, head left, holding 


wreath and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 15; MIB 23; S 630). About extremely fine. 
£90-120 
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Semissis 2.25g, Constantinople 607-610, dN FOCAS PER AVG, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGU, Victory advancing right, head left, holding 
wreath and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 16; MIB 25; S 631). Extremely fine. £90-120 


Tremissis 1.35g, Constantinople 602-607, ON FOCA-S PP AVG, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORI FOCAS AVG, cross potent, CONOB below (DOC 18; MIB 


26; S 633). Very fine. £70-90 


Lightweight Solidus = 23 Siliquz 4.27g, Thessalonika 602-603, ON FOCAE-PERP AVG, 
draped and cuirassed bust facing, wearing crown with pendilia and holding cross on globe 
rev VICTORI-A AVGG Z, angel standing facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and 
cross on globe, in field right star (denoting lightweight), in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB -; S -). 
Very fine, extremely rare. £250-300 


From Kélner Miinzkabinett auction 18 November 1985, lot 75 

This "lightweight" solidus is a mule, the obverse die is without a star in right field and was intended for the full 
weight series. The reverse die is correct for a lightweight. For the attribution to Thessalonika see S.Bendall, NCirc 
October 1984 "A new mint for Focas?" 


Solidus 4.40g, Thessalonika 602-603, ON FOCAE-PERP AVG, draped and cuirassed bust 
facing, wearing crown with pendilia and holding cross on globe, rev VICTORI-A AVGG Z, 
angel standing facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. 
CONOB (DOC -; MIB 4, not this officina, S 617B, not this officina; both Constantinople). 
Traces of double-striking on obverse, good very fine, rare. £200-220 


For the attribution to Thessalonika see S.Bendall, NCirc October 1984 "A new mint for Focas?" 


Solidus 4.32g, Thessalonika 602 AD, DmN FOCA-E PERP AVG, draped and cuirassed bust 
facing, wearing crown with pendilia and holding cross on globe rev VICTORI-A AVGG H, 
angel standing facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. 
CONOB (DOC -; MIB 3 Con.; S 617A Con.). Good very fine, rare. £250-300 


For the attribution to Thessalonika see S.Bendall, NCirc October 1984 "A new mint for Focas?" See also Dr. P. 
Protonotarios, N.C. November 1971 "An unpublished solidus of Focas", , 


Solidus 4.50g, Carthage 603-604, DN FOCAC-PERP AN & for indiction 7, AD 603-604, 
draped and cuirassed bust facing, wearing crown with pendilia and holding cross on globe 
rev VICTORI-A AVCC Z for indiction 7, December 603-604, angel standing facing, holding 
long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 108 2; MIB 32; S 681). 
About extremely fine, rare. £350-400 


Solidus 4.37g, uncertain North Italian mint 602-610, DN FOCA2 -PERP AVI, crowned, 
draped and cuirassed bust facing, holding cross on globe rev VITORI-A AVG, angel standing 
facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONOw (DOC -; MIB 
Vol III pl 58 no. X 3;S -). Very fine, very rare. £300-350 


The evidence for this mint is a stray find in Cividale (Northern Italy, MIB III pl 58 No 1) and the specimen of this 
coin in the Museo Civico Bologna (MIB III pl 58 no 3). 
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Solidus 4.39g, uncertain North Italian mint 602-610, ON FOCA2 -PERP AVI, crowned, 
draped and cuirassed bust facing, holding cross on globe reo VICTOPLA AVG 1 angel 
standing facing, holding long cross surmounted by rho and cross on globe, in ex. CONO[v] 
(DOC -; MIB Vol III pl 58 no. X 2;S -). Good very fine, very rare. £280-330 


From Mtinz Zentrum auction November 1988 lot 1625 
For the mint, see commentary following previous coin 


REVOLT OF THE HERACLII, 608-610 


Solidus 4.34g, Alexandria 610, DN ERACLIO CONSVLI BA, facing busts of Heraclius and 
his father, the Exarch Heraclius, both bearded and wearing consular robes, cross between 
heads, rev VICTORI-A AVGG IL, suggested as a regnal date, year 3, AD 610, cross potent on 
four steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC 10; MIB 4, Cyprus; S 718). Pierced twice at top edge, good 
very fine, extremely rare. £650-750 


The coin has been overstruck on a Constantinopolitan solidus of Maurice Tiberius and traces remain on reverse 


HERACLIUS, 610-641 


Solidus 4.48, Constantinople 610-613, DN hERACLI-US PP AVI, draped and cuirassed bust 
facing with short beard, wearing plumed helmet with side-locks and pendilia and holding 
cross, rev VICTORIA-AVGU eé, cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB (unpublished 
variant of obverse MIB 7, with reverse MIB 5). Good very fine, scarce. £170-200 


From the "Continental Collector" Glendining's auction 21 September 1960 lot 923 


Lightweight Solidus = 22 Siliquez 3.96g, Constantinople 610-613, dN hERACLI-US PP AVG, 
draped and cuirassed bust facing with short beard, wearing plumed helmet and holding 
cross, rev [VICTORI-]-AVGU 6, cross potent on three steps, in ex. OB+ * (DOC 6; MIB 58; S 774). 


Very fine, very rare. £250-280 


From Glendining's auction 2 February 1977 lot 222 


Semissis 2.19g, Constantinople c.610-620, dN hRACLI-US PP AVI, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, slightly bearded rev VICTORIA AVGUI, cross potent on globe (DOC 51a; 
MIB 71B; S 784). Very fine. £90-120 


The obverse appears to have been struck with a tremissis die 


Solidus 4.43g, Carthage 612-613, D N ERA-CLIO PP A, crowned and cuirassed bust facing, 
with pendilia, holding cross on globe, rev VICTORIA AVGG A for indiction 1, AD 612-613, 


cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC 202; MIB 83.3; S 866). Good very fine, rare. 
£250-300 
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HERACLIUS AND HERACLIUS CONSTANTINE, 613-638 


Solidus 4.52g, Constantinople 613-616, [AdNN hERACLIUS Ft] hERA CONST PP AV, facing 
busts of Heraclius with short beard and moustache, and Heraclius Constantine beardless, 
each wearing chlamys and ornate crown, exergual line beneath busts, rev VICTORIA-AVGU 
E, cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC 8b var; MIB 8a 3; S 734var). Striking 
weakness to left of obverse, neat style, extremely fine, £150-170 


Solidus 4.45g, Constantinople 613-616, ddNN hERACLIUS Et hERA CONST PP AVG, facing 
busts of Heraclius with short beard and moustache, and Heraclius Constantine beardless, 
each wearing chlamys and ornate crown, rev VICTORIA-AVGU B, cross potent on three 
steps, in ex CONOB (DOC 8b; MIB 8a 2; S 734). Tiny scratch on reverse, slight double-striking, 
extremely fine, mint lustre. £180-220 


Solidus 4.40g, Constantinople 616-625 ddNN hERACLIUS Et hERA C[ONST PP AVG], 
facing busts of Heraclius with short beard and moustache, and his son slightly bearded, each 
wearing chlamys and crown, rev VICTORIA-AVGU E, cross potent on three steps, N in right 
field, in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB 15; S 741 B). Some weakness, good very fine. £150-170 


Solidus 4.37g, Constantinople 616-625, ddNN hERACLIUS Et hERA CONST PP A, facing 
busts of Heraclius with short beard, and his son slightly bearded, each wearing chlamys and 
crown, rev VICTORIA-AVGU A®, cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC 17 not this 
officina; MIB 19 not this officina; S 742 not this officina). Some damage at edge, very fine, rare 
with double-letter reverse legend ending. £100-120 


Solidus 4.37g, Constantinople 629-632, ddNN hERACLIUS Et hERA CONS PP AVG, facing 
busts of Heraclius with very long beard and moustache, and his son with short beard, each 
wearing chlamys and crown, rev VICTORIA-AVGUA, cross potent on three steps, H in right field, 
in ex. CONOB (DOC 30a; MIB 35; S 752). A little weakness, about good very fine, scarce. £120-150 


Lightweight Solidus = 20 Siliquz 3.54g, Constantinople 616-625, ddNN hERACLIUS Et 
hERA CONST PP AV, facing busts of Heraclius with short beard, and his son beardless, each 
wearing chlamys and crown, rev VICTORIA-AVGU H altered from é, cross potent on three 
steps, in ex. BOX[X] (DOC (19 f); MIB 65; S 779). Plugged, about very fine, very rare. £100-140 


Solidus (large series), 4.41g, Carthage 612-613, DNN hERACLIVS ET hERA CONST PP, 
facing busts of Heraclius bearded, and his son beardless, each wearing chlamys and crown 
with trefoil ornament, cross between heads, rev VICTORI-A AVGG A for indiction 1, AD 612- 
613, cross potent on two steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB 92a 1 same dies; $ 867). Weakly 
struck obverse, good very fine, extremely rare. £700-800 


From Gadoury Monte Carlo auction 26-27 November 1985 lot 160 
This and the following two coins are struck on larger and thinner flan than regular Carthaginian pieces and Sardinia 
has been suggested as a possible mint. The fact that they are usually found in Carthage makes this the more likely mint. 
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Solidus (large series), 4.43g, Carthage 618-619, DN ERACLIO ET ERA CONST PPS sor 
indiction 7, AD 618-619, facing busts of Heraclius bearded, and his son beardless, each 
wearing chlamys and crown, cross between heads, rev VICTORI-A AVGG §& for indiction 7 


AD 618-619, cross potent on two steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB 92a, not this indiction; S 867 var). 
Unpublished indiction, mint state, extremely rare. £900-1000 


From Tunisia 1992 


Solidus (large series), 4.36g, Carthage 619-620, DN ERACLIO ET ERA COS PP H for 
indiction 8, AD 619-620, facing busts of Heraclius bearded, and his son beardless, each 
wearing chlamys and crown, cross between heads, rev VICTORI-A AVGG H for indiction 8, 
AD 619-620, cross potent on two steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB 92a, not this indiction; S 867 var). 
Overstruck on Maurice Tiberius solidus of Carthage, unpublished indiction, about very fine, extremely 
rare. £220-250 


From Tunisia 1984 


Solidus (large series), 4.31g, Carthage 630-631, DN ERACAO ET RCA PPA A, facing busts of 
Heraclius bearded, and his son beardless, each wearing chlamys and crown, cross between 
heads, rev VICTORI-A AVGG A for indiction 4, AD 630-631, cross potent on two steps, IT in 
left field, in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB 93, IT in right field; S 867 var). Unpublished variety, good 
fine, rare. £75-90 


From Tunisia 1986 


Solidus 4.46g, Carthage 615-616, DN ERACLIO ET ERAC CONS AG A for indiction 4, AD 
615-616, facing busts of emperor with short beard, and his son beardless, each wearing 
chlamys and crown, cross between heads, rev VICTOR-I AVGG A for indiction 4, AD 615-616, 
cross potent on two steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC 206; MIB 84a 4; S 867). Good very fine.£220-250 


From Tunisia 1982 


Solidus 4.59g, Carthage 627-628, DN ERACLI CO CONTA PP A for indiction 1, AD 627-628, 
facing busts of emperor with short beard, and his son beardless, each wearing chlamys and 
crown, cross between heads, rev VICTORIA AGG A for indiction 1, AD 627-628, cross potent 
on one step, in ex. CONOB (DOC 218; MIB 84b 1; S 867). Extremely fine. £220-250 


From Tunisia 1982 


Solidus 4.62g, Carthage 633-634, DN ERAC[LI OJCONT PPV Z for indiction 7, AD 633-634, 
facing busts of emperor with short beard, and his son beardless, each wearing chlamys and 
crown, cross between heads, rev VICTORIA AGG Z for indiction 7, AD 633-634 cross on one 
step, C in right field; in ex. CONOB (DOC -; MIB 89var; S 867var). Unpublished with C in right 
field, very fine, rare. £150-180 
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BALDWIN’S COIN AUCTION NO.5 


Solidus 4.39g, Jerusalem 613-616, ddNN hERACLIUS Et hRA CONTA P, facing busts of 
emperor with short beard and moustache, and his son beardless, each wearing chlamys and 
crown, cross between heads, rev VICTORIA-AVGU II], cross potent on three steps beneath 
which CONOB (DOC 187b 2 Alexandria, but no exergual line on obverse; MIB 77 9 Cyprus; S 852). 


Good very fine, rare. £280-330 


Solidus 4.51, Jerusalem c.613-616, ddNN hERACLIVS Et hRAC CONST PP AV, facing busts 
of Heraclius with short beard, and his son beardless, each wearing chlamys and crown, cross 
between heads, rev VICTORIA-AVGU IX, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 
187c Alexandria, but without exergual line on obverse; MIB 77 7 Cyprus; S 852). A little 
weakness on obverse, about extremely fine, rare. £250-300 


Solidus 3.00g, uncertain mint c.613-616, ddNN hERACLIUS Et hERA CONST, facing busts of 
Heraclius with short beard, and his son beardless, both on exergual line, each wearing 
chlamys and crown, cross between heads, rev VICTORIA-AVGU I, cross potent on three 
steps, CONOB below (DOC 187a var Alexandria; MIB 77 3 var Cyprus; S 851 var). Light in 
weight, of barbarous appearance, reverse buffed, about extremely fine, rare. £240-280 


Semissis 2.15g, uncertain mint, perhaps Jerusalem c. 610-616, dN hRACII-USt PP AV, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGUS, cross potent on globe 
(DOC -; MIB -; 5S -). About good very fine, very rare. £250-280 


Of unusual style, the obverse similar to Tremisses given to Cyprus/Jerusalem, Hahn MIB 80. Same obverse die as used to 
strike a Tremissis described as possibly from Cyprus in the Garrett Collection, Bank Leu/NFA auction Ziirich 16 October 
1984 lot 396. 


Semissis 2.16g, uncertain mint, perhaps Jerusalem, c. 610-616, dN hEPACII-USt PP AV, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, revo VICTORIA AVGUS, cross potent on globe 
(DOC -; MIB -;S -). Slightly uneven, good very fine, very rare. £150-200 


From Sotheby's auction 22 April 1970 lot 322 
This and the following lot have similar characteristics to last coin 


Tremissis 1.41g, uncertain mint, perhaps Jerusalem c. 610-616, dN hERACII-USt PP AVI, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGUS, cross potent, CONOB 
below (DOC -; MIB see N 80; S -). Crude reverse, about good very fine, very rare. £100-150 


Solidus 4.34g, Ravenna c. 613-614, DDNN HERACLIVS ET HERA CONST, facing busts of 
emperor with short beard, and his son beardless, each Wearing crown, paludamentum and 
cuirass, cross between heads, rev VICTORI-A AVGG H, cross potent on three steps, CONOB 
below (DOC 271; MIB 110a; S 896). Good very fine, rare. £350-400 


Solidus 4.10g, uncertain mint 613-614, ddNN hERACILS Et RERA CONST PP AG, facing 
busts of emperor with short beard, and his son beardless, each Wearing crown and chlamys, 
cross between heads, rev VICTORIA AVGU Ee, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below 
(DOC -; MIB 107a 3 this coin; S 928). Very fine, very rare. £250-300 


From Dorotheum auction 215, September 1958 lot 75 


See W. Hahn, NCirc December 1977 "Some unusual coins of Heraclius and their mint attribution", this coin illustrated and 
discussed. 
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BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P.J. DONALD COLLECTION 


HERACLIUS, HERACLIUS CONSTANTINE AND HERACLONAS, 632-641 


Solidus 4.41g, Constantinople 635-636, no legend, Heraclius bearded, Heraclius Constantine 
and Heraclonas unbearded, standing facing. Emperor and elder son crowned, younger son 
uncrowned, each wearing chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev VICTORIA-AVGU A, cross 
potent on three steps, to left monogram, to right © for indiction 9, AD 635-636, in ex. CONOB 
(DOC 34; MIB 40; S 759). Faint scratch on reverse, extremely fine. £190-220 


Tremissis 1.33g, uncertain mint 610-613, dN hERACII-US PP AVC, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGU, cross potent, CONOB below (DOC -; BN 84 
Constantinople; S 786var). Neat, but odd style, possibly provincial, extremely fine, rare. £110-140 


Tremissis 1.449, Sicily 636-637, [DN HERACL]IUS t PP AV, diademed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right, .. in field right, rev VICTORIA AVGU A, cross potent , CONOB below, I in field 
right, perhaps indiction 10, AD 636-637 (DOC -; MIB 105; S 881.1). Very fine, rare. £80-100 


Tremissis 1.46g, uncertain Italian mint 629-632, DN HERACLI PERP AVG, bust right, 
diademed with cross above, draped and cuirassed, rev VICTORIA AVGGVSTORVN, cross 
potent above CONO8, (DOC -; MIB X 6;S -). About extremely fine, very rare. £250-280 


HERACLONAS AND CONSTANS I joint reign, September-October 641 


Solidus 4.43g, Carthage, late in 641, DN ERACLIO CONTAN IE for indiction 15, AD 641-2, 
facing busts of emperor with short beard and co-emperor beardless, each wearing chlamys 
and crown, cross between heads, rev VICTORI-A AGU IE for indiction 15, AD 641-2, cross 
potent on two steps CONOB below(BN 13 same obverse die; MIB 85 5; S 867 var.). Very fine. 
£250-300 


From Sotheby's auction November 1983 lot 341 

This very interesting Solidus with indictional date IE (1st September 641-642) was struck several months after the 
deaths of Heraclius (January 641) and Heraclius Constantine (April 641), during the period of the joint reign of 
Heraclonas and Constans II, or after the deposition of Heraclonas. The portraiture, however, is of Heraclius and his 
eldest son. 


CONSTANS IL, 641-668 


Solidus 4.51g, Constantinople 641-642, dN CONSTAN-TINUS PP AVG, very young facing 
bust, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev VICTORIA-AVGU B, cross 
potent on three steps CONOB below(DOC 1(Heraclonas)var; MIB 3a var, S 936 var). Good 
very fine, rare variety. £190-220 


The portraiture seems later than that allocated to MIB 3a, yet earlier than MIB 3b 
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BALDWIN’S COIN AUCTION NO.5 


Solidus 4.40g, Constantinople 646-647, dN CONSTAN-TINUS PP AV, facing bust with 
dotted beard, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev VICTORIA-AVGU 
|, cross potent on three steps CONOB below, in field right € for indiction 5, AD 646-647 
(DOC 5; MIB 9; S 942). Good very fine. £170-200 


Solidus 4.41g, Constantinople 650-651, dN CONSTAN-TINUS PP AV, facing bust with 
medium beard, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev VICTORIA- 
AVGU e, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 16a; MIB 20; 5 953). About 


extremely fine. £170-200 


Solidus 4.41g, Constantinople 651/2-654, dN CONSTAN-TINUS PP AV, facing bust with 
long beard and moustache, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev 
VICTORIA-AVGU B, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 19 b; MIB 23; S 956). 
About good very fine. £150-170 


Lightweight Solidus = 23 Siliquz 4.30g, Constantinople, [AN CONS]TAN-TINUS PP AV, 
facing bust with long beard and moustache, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross 
on globe, rev VICTORIA-AVGU S, cross potent on three steps, BO['K below (DOC 24c; MIB 
44,5979). Scratches in reverse, very fine, scarce. £100-120 


Solidus 4.42¢, Carthage 643-644, DN CONS-TNTINVS, bust facing, beardless, wearing crown 
and chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev VICTOR-IAVGV A B for indiction 2, AD 643-644, 
cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 107var; MIB 56 6; S 1029). Weak obverse, but 
centrally struck, extremely fine. £200-240 


Acquired Tunis 1982 


Solidus 4.36g, Carthage 645-646, DN CON-TATINV PP, bust facing, beardless, wearing 
crown and chlamys, and holding cross on globe, rev VICTO-RIA AO A for indiction 4, AD 
645-646, cross potent on two steps, CONOB below, P in field right (DOC 108var; MIB 57var; 
S 1030var). Extremely fine. £220-240 


Acquired Tunis 1989 


Solidus 4.39g, Carthage 648-649, DN CONT-ANTIN P, bust facing, with short beard, wearing 
crown with trefoil ornament, chlamys, and holding cross on globe, rev VICTO-RIAG Z for 
indiction 7, AD 648-649, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below, (DOC 113var; MIB 62var; 
S 1035var). Extremely fine, with unpublished indiction. £230-250 


Acquired Tunis 1985 


Solidus 4.38¢, Carthage 651-652, dN CON-CTANTI, bust facing, with heavy beard and 
moustache, Wearing crown with trefoil ornament, chlamys, and holding cross on globe, rev 
VICTO-RA A: for indiction 1, AD 651-652, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below, P in 
field right (DOC (117)var; MIB 65 2var; S 1038var). Extremely fine. £250-300 


Acquired Tunis 1989 
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BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P.J. DONALD COLLECTION 


Solidus 4.42g, Carthage 653-654, DN CO-NSTAN, bust of emperor facing, with heavy beard 
and moustache, wearing crown, chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev VICTO-RAG IB for 


indiction 12, AD 653-654, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 11évar; MIB 64 2: 
S 1037). Good very fine. . £170-200 


Solidus pale gold 4.49g, uncertain Western mint perhaps Naples 641-646, dN CONStIN- 
tINUI PP AV, facing crowned bust wearing chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev VICTORI 
A-AVGU I, cross potent on three steps, CONOR below, pellet in right field (DOC -; MIB -; S -). 
Unusual style and lettering, high relief, good very fine, very rare. £300-350 


CONSTANS II AND CONSTANTINE IV, 654-668 


Solidus 4.39g, Constantinople 654-659, dN CONSTA TINUS [C CONSTAN], facing bust of 
emperor with long beard, and his son beardless, each wearing crown and chlamys, cross 
between heads, rev VICTORIA-AVGU I, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 
25c; MIB 26; S 959). Striking weakness at edge, extremely fine. £140-160 


Solidus 4.36g, Constantinople c.662-667, dN CONe-ANe, facing bust of emperor with long 
beard, and his son beardless, Constans wears plumed helmet, his son a crown, and both wear 
chlamys, cross between heads, rev VICTORIA-AVGU A, long cross potent on three steps 
between standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, in ex. CONOB (DOC 30; MIB 31; S 964). 
Extremely fine. £150-170 


Solidus 4.46g, Constantinople c.659-661, dN CON-TAN CT, facing bust of emperor with long 
beard and moustache, and his son beardless, Constans wears plumed helmet, his son a 
crown, and both wear chlamys, cross between heads, rev VICTORI-A-AVGU §, long cross on 
globe between standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, in ex. CONOB (DOC 28d; MIB 29; 
S962). Good very fine. £150-180 


Solidus 4.49g, Constantinople 667-668, VICTORIA-AVGU H, facing bust of emperor with 
long beard and moustache, wearing plumed helmet ornamented with cross, and chlamys, 
holding cross on globe, rev no legend, Constantine IV and his brothers standing facing each 
wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, in ex. CONOB (DOC 40b; MIB 39; 5 
972). Extremely fine, rare. £400-450 


From the R. C. Lockett Collection, Glendining's auction 26 May 1959 lot 251 


Semissis 2.02g, Constantinople 642-668, dN CONSTAN-TINUS PP A, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGUS, cross potent on globe (DOC 44; MIB 50; S 983). 
Good very fine. £80-100 


Solidus 4.37g, Carthage 659-660, dN-NANtI--, busts of emperor heavily bearded, and son 
beardless, both wearing crown and chlamys, Constans appears to be holding an eagle-tipped 
sceptre, cross between heads, rev VICTIA-AVG [Fr] for indiction 3, AD 659-660, cross potent on 
three steps, CONOB below (DOC -; MIB -;S -). About extremely fine, very unusual, very rare. £250-300 
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Solidus 4.45g, Carthage c.659-662, eeNCTe, busts of Constans with long beard, and 
Constantine IV beardless, each wearing crown and chlamys, the emperor holding cross on 
elobe, rev no legend, busts of Heraclius and Tiberius, each wearing crown and chlamys, with 


long cross on globe between them, P below (DOC 125; MIB 72b; S 1043). Very fine, rare. 
£200-240 


From Prince Cantacuzene Collection formed in XVII Century, and "Foreign Prince" auction, 
Glendining's 8 December 1922 lot 82 


Solidus 4.40g, Carthage 662-668, eeNT, busts of Constans with long beard, and Constantine 
IV beardless, each wearing crown and chlamys, the emperor holding cross on globe, rev no 
legend, busts of Heraclius and Tiberius, each wearing crown and chlamys, between them 
long cross potent on two steps (DOC (127); MIB 73b; S 1044). About extremely fine, rare.£230-270 


Solidus 4.40g, Syracuse 662-668, DN CONStA-Ntl, busts of Constans with heavy beard, and 
Constantine IV beardless, the emperor wearing plumed helmet and chlamys, his son wears 
crown and chlamys, cross between heads, rev VICTORIA-AVGU KUe, cross potent on three 
steps, flanked by standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, in ex. CONOB : (DOC (162d); 
MIB 96.2; S 1087a). Some flatness on obverse, good very fine, extremely rare. £280-330 


Tremissis 1.43g, Syracuse, c.642-651, dN ONStAN-tINUS P AV, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGU 6, cross potent CONOB below::, I in right field, 
(DOC 168; MIB 105; S 1096). About good very fine, rare. £120-150 


From W. Raymond Collection 7 March 1921 and the Garrett Collection auction, Ztirich, October 1984 lot 534 part. 


Tremissis 1.38g, Syracuse, 662-668, d I COW.StA-NtINSU PP AV, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVG ::-, long cross potent, CONOB below, U in right 
field, (DOC 175; MIB 111 4;S 1102). About extremely fine, rare. £150-180 


From Christies’ auction 20 April 1982 lot 191 


Solidus 4.40g, Rome c.662-663, dN CONStANt-[INUS Et CONStANt PP AU], facing busts of 
Constans with long beard, and Constantine IV beardless, each Wearing crown and chlamys, 
cross between heads, rev VICTORIA A-V-G-UI, cross potent on three steps, flanked by 
standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, to right ¢ above S, in ex. CONOB (DOG (189), 
MIB 119; BMC 378 same dies; S 1122). Flatness to right of obverse, very neat style, about extremely 
fine, very rare. £450-500 


Tremissis 1.49g, Ravenna 642-659, DN CONSTAV-TINUS PP AV, diademed bust right 
wearing chlamys, rev VICTORIA-AVGUST, cross potent, CONOB below (DOC 201var; MIB 
134b 2 same dies; S 1134). Mint state, rare. £250-300 


From Auctiones A.G. Basel auction 23 June 1983 lot 845 
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BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P.J. DONALD COLLECTION 


Tremissis 1.32g, uncertain mint, dN CONStAN-tINUS PP AV, diademed, draped and cuir- 
assed bust right, rev VICtOR TIOERI AUG, cross potent, CONOB below (DOC -; MIB -: § -) 
Very fine, unpublished. £50400 


This extraordinary mule has an obverse of Constans II of typical Constantinople style coupled with a reverse of 
Tiberius Constantine (578-582). Inexplicable but undoubtedly authentic and of considerable interest. 


CONSTANTINE IV, 668-685 


Solidus 4.42g, Constantinople 669, dN CONStAN-tINU C CONSt, bust of emperor facing 
slightly right, wearing helmet and cuirass and holding spear behind head, rev VICTORIA- 
AVGU I, cross potent on three steps between standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, in 
ex. CONOB (DOC 4; MIB 4B; S 1151). Extremely fine, rare. £400-450 


From Bonham-Vecchi auction 3 December 1980 lot 185 


Solidus 4.44g, Constantinople 669-674, dN COIA-N-US PP, lightly bearded bust facing 
slightly right, wearing helmet and cuirass and holding spear behind head, rev VICTORA- 
AVGU ©, cross potent on three steps between standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, in 
ex. CONOB (DOC 6h; MIB 4C; S 1153). Very fine. £140-160 


Solidus 4.41g, Constantinople 674-681, dN A-NUS P, facing bust of emperor with short 
beard, wearing helmet with plume and cuirass and holding spear behind head and shield, rev 
VICTOA-A-VGU ©, cross potent on three steps between standing figures of Heraclius and 
Tiberius, in ex. CONOB (DOC 8; MIB 7var; 5 1154). Extremely fine. £170-200 


Solidus 4.23g, Constantinople 681-685, P CONS-TANU2 PP A, bust facing slightly right, 
bearded, helmeted and cuirassed, holding spear behind head and shield, rev VICTORA- 
AVGU H, cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC 12d; MIB 10; S 1157). Fine style, 
high relief, about extremely fine, scarce. £270-320 


A remarkable change in the quality of the portraiture is evident with the appearance of this type. An engraver of 
some ability has appeared at the mint whose influence is apparent in subsequent reigns. 


Semissis 2.18g, Constantinople 669-681, dN CONS-ANUS PP A, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust with moustache right, rev VICTORIA AVGUS, cross potent on globe (DOC 16; 
MIB 15;S 1161). Some graffiti on reverse, about good very fine. £70-90 


Solidus 4.30g, Carthage 678-679, D ON VCC, bust facing slightly right wearing helmet and 
cuirass and holding spear behind head and shield, rev cross potent on three steps between 
standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, beneath steps NO(B), in field right S for 
indiction 7, AD 678-679 (DOC 43; MIB 22 3;S 1189). Very fine, scarce. £160-190 
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BALDWIN’S COIN AUCTION NO.5 


Solidus 4.04g, Carthage 674-676, D O[NT] VCC, bust facing with short beard, wearing crown 
and chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev long cross on three steps between facing busts of 


Heraclius and Tiberius, with cross on globe beneath steps (DOC 42; MIB 19; S 1187A). Good 
£200-240 


very fine, scarce. 


From Auctiones A.G. Basel auction 23 June 1983 lot 860 


Solidus 4.27g, Carthage 680-681, P C O-NATS PP, bust facing with short beard, wearing 
helmet and cuirass and holding spear behind head and shield, rev UICTORI-AVVU © for 
indiction 9, AD 680-681, cross potent on three steps, pelleted ring to left, in ex CONOB 
(DO 48; MIB 26 b1, same dies; S 1190). Attractive, about extremely fine, rare. £450-500 


Solidus 4.30g, Carthage or Sardinia 679-680, D OT-N-AVGtS, bust facing with short beard, 
wearing helmet and cuirass and holding spear behind head and shield, rev cross potent on 
three steps between standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, beneath steps CONOB, in 
field left H for indiction 8, AD 679-680 and 2 in field right (DOC -; MIB 25; S 1189 A). 
Extremely fine, rare. £420-480 


The retrograde S on the reverse may denote a Sardinian connection as this letter was used later as a mintmark for 
coins struck on the Island 


Solidus 4.11g, Syracuse 681-685, [AN COS]-tAN GU PP, bust facing slightly right, with short 
beard, wearing helmet and cuirass and holding spear behind head and shield, rev VICTORI- 
A AGU ©, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 59; MIB 37 1; S 1204). About 


extremely fine, very rare. £450-500 
Found in Tunisia 1983; trade obviously flourished between Sicily and North Africa, neighbouring parts of the Empire. 


o~ 


Tremissis 1.22g, Syracuse 674/681, dN COST-ANtlI PP V, diademed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right, rev VICTORIA-AVGU ele, cross potent, CONOB :: below, pellet in field left 
(DOC(59); MIB 42; S 1206). Good very fine, rare. £120-150 


From Vecchi-Schwer auction May 1983 lot 356 


Solidus 4.26g, Ravenna c.674-681, dN CO-S-NANU PP, bust facing slightly right with short 
beard, wearing helmet with trefoil ornament, cuirass and holding spear behind head and 
shield with horseman device, rev VICTORIA-AVGUST ® with pointed top, cross potent on 
three steps, flanked by standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, in ex CONOB (DOC -; MIB 
56 var; S 1220 uncertain Italian mint). Good very fine, extremely rare. £600-700 


Semissis 2.049, uncertain Italian mint 668-685 dN CONSA-TINIS PP — diademed, draped 
and cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVGUS, cross potent on globe (DOC -; MIB -; § -). 
Very fine, rare. £120-150 


The crude workmanship of the obverse, coupled with unbarred A's in the reverse legend suggests a provincial, 
probably Italian, mint. 
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JUSTINIAN IL, first reign 685-695 


Solidus 4.46g, uncertain mint, probably Constantinople 686, IUSTINIA-NUS PE AV, bust of 
young emperor facing, beardless, wearing crown ornamented with cross and chlamys, and 
holding cross on globe, rev VICTORIA-[A]VGUS, cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB 
(DOC -; MIB -;S -). Good very fine, extremely rare. £300-350 


The portrait on this specimen appears to be later than the very first type (DOC 1; MIB 1) yet earlier than the second 
type (note, there is no circlet to the cross on crown). Another unusual feature is the extraordinary decoration on the 
chlamys, similar to that appearing on Ravenna solidi (MIB 35 2). 


Solidus 4.51g, Constantinople 686-687, [[USTINIA] NSU PE AV, bust facing with slight beard 
indicated by pellets, wearing crown ornamented with cross on circlet and chlamys, and 
holding cross on globe, rev VICTORIA-AVGU © the officina letter apparently re-cut over 
another letter, cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC -4; MIB 4; S 1245). Striking 
weakness at edge, extremely fine, rare. £320-350 


From Tunis 1983 


Solidus 4.41g, Constantinople 692-695, IhS CRIST[US REX] REGNANTIUm, bust of Christ 
facing with cross behind head, raising right hand in benediction and holding book of gospels 
in left, rev D IUSTINIA-N-US SERU ChRISTI, Justinian standing wearing crown and loros 
and holding long cross potent on steps, [CONOP] below (DOC 7; MIB 8; S 1248/9). Some 
flatness one edge, very fine, rare. £240-280 


Semissis 2.17g, Constantinople 687-692, [D IUSTINI]-ANUS PE, medium bust facing with 
short beard, wearing crown with cross, and chlamys, and holding cross on globe, rev 
VICTORIA-AVGUS, cross potent on globe (DOC -; MIB 11, small bust; S 1251). Pierced, good 
very fine, very rare. £90-120 


Semissis 2.10g, Constantinople 692-695, traces of IhS CRISTOS REX REJNANTIUm, bust of 
Christ facing with cross behind head, rev D IUSTINIANUS SERU CHRISTI, Justinian 
standing, wearing crown and loros and holding akakia and long cross on globe (DOC 10; MIB 12; 
$1252). Very fine, very rare. £220-250 


Tremissis 1.37g, Constantinople 692-695, traces of IhS CRISTOS REX REJNANTIUm, bust of 
Christ facing with cross behind head, rev traces of D IUSTINIANUS SERU CHRISTI, Justinian 
standing holding akakia and long cross on globe above one step (DOC 14; MIB 16, 5 1256); 
Very fine, very rare. £120-150 


Semissis 1.98g, Syracuse 686/695, d IUSTI-NIANUS PP, diademed bust right wearing 


chlamys, rev VICTORIA-AVGU 8, cross potent on large globe (DOC 47; MIB2264501283). 


Good very fine, rare. £280-320 


From the Knobloch Collection, Stack's auction 5 May 1984 lot 1710 
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Solidus 4.32g, Provincial mint 685-687, IUSJINIA-NUS PP AV, bust of emperor with light 
beard facing, wearing crown ornamented with cross on circlet and chlamys, and holding 
cross on globe, rev VICTORA (sic) - AVGU A, cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB 


-- MIB -;S -). Crude style, blundered lettering, probably provincial, good very fine, very rare. 
ae i ‘ £290-340 


Cut Half-Solidus 2.26g, Naples 687-695, [IUSTINI] ANUS PE AV, bust facing, beardless, 
wearing crown and chlamys, and holding cross on globe, rev [VICTORIA] - AVGUS ?, cross 
potent on three steps over CONOB (DOC -; MIB 29; S 1315 A). Possibly traded as a half of a 


solidus, very fine, very rare. £80-120 


LEONTIUS, 695-698 


Semissis 2.14g, Constantinople 695-698, D LEO - N PE AV, bust facing bearded, wearing 
crown and loros and holding cross on globe, rev VICTORIA AVGUS, cross potent on globe 
(DOC 3; MIB 4; S 1332). Good very fine, rare. £280-330 


Solidus 4.07g, Syracuse 696-697, d LEN AVG, bust facing wearing crown and loros, holding 
akakia and cross on globe, rev VICTORIA - AVGU ©, cross potent on three steps, *2* to left, I 
to right for indiction 10, AD 696-697, in ex. CONOB (DOC 13; MIB 9; S 1340). Flan distorted 
with deep striking, about extremely fine, very rare. £500-600 


For a coin from the same dies, see P Grierson, "A Sicilian Hoard", D.O. Papers no 19, November 1965 . 


TIBERIUS ITI, 698-705 


Solidus 4.41g, Constantinople 698-705, D TIbERI-US PE AV, bust facing with short beard, 
Wearing crown and cuirass and holding spear diagonally across body, and shield, rev 
VICTORIA-AVGU S (DOC 1; MIB 1; S 1360). Good very fine. £280-330 


From the R. C. Lockett Collection Part VIII, Glendining's auction 26 May 1959 lot 258 


Semissis 2.13, Constantinople 695-705, D TIbERI-US PE AV, bust facing with short beard, 

wearing crown and cuirass and holding spear diagonally across body, and shield, rev 

VICTORIA-AVGU S, cross potent on globe (DOC 3; MIB 7;S 1362). About extremely fine, rare. 
£300-350 


JUSTINIAN IL second reign 705-711 


Solidus 4.48g, Constantinople 705, D N Ihs ChS REX REGNANTIUM, young bust of Christ 
facing with cross behind head, rev DIN IUS-TINIA-[NUS MULTUS AN], bust of emperor 
facing, with short beard, wearing crown and loros and holding cross potent on three steps, 
and patriarchal cross on globe inscribed [PA]X (DOC 1 7; MIB 1 ;S 1413). Good very fine, rare. 


£350-400 
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Solidus 4.44¢, Constantinople 705-706, dN Ihs ChS REX REGNANTIUM, young bust of 
Christ facing with cross behind head, rev DN IUSTINIANUS ET TIbERIUS PP A, half-length 
figures of Justinian with very young Tiberius, each wearing crown, divitision and chlamys 
and holding between them long cross potent on two steps (DOC 2a; MIB 2a; S 1414). Minor 
flan crack, very fine, rare. £220-260 


This is the earliest form of representation of Tiberius 


Semissis 2.07g, Constantinople 705, DN [hs ChS REX REGNANTIUM, young bust of Christ 
facing with cross behind head, rev DN IUS-TINIA-NUS MULTUS AN, bust of emperor 
facing, with short beard, wearing crown and loros and holding cross potent on on globe 
inscribed PAX (DOC 3 1; MIB 3; S 1416). Good very fine, very rare. £400-450 


Tremissis 1.31g, Constantinople 706-711, traces of dN Ihs ChS REX REGNANTIUM, young 
bust of Christ facing with cross behind head, rev traces of DN IUSTINIANUS ET TIbERIUS 
PP, half-length figures of Justinian and Tiberius, holding long cross potent on base (DOC 6b; 
MIB 6b; 5 1421). Very fine, rare. £150-180 


The obverse head of Christ is so big as to suggest striking with the obverse die of a larger denomination 


PHILIPPICUS (BARDANES), 711-713 


Solidus 4.45g, Constantinople 711-713, dN FILEPICUS-MUL-TUS AN, bust facing with short 
beard, crowned, wearing loros and holding cross on globe and eagle-tipped sceptre, rev 
VICTORIA-AVGU B, cross potent on three steps, in ex. CONOB (DOC 1b; MIB 1; S 1447). 
Good very fine, rare. £700-800 


Tremissis 1.40g, Constantinople 711-713, some traces of legend, bust facing with short beard, 
crowned, wearing loros and holding cross on globe and eagle-tipped sceptre, rev VICTORIA- 
AVGUS, cross potent, CONOB below (DOC 6; MIB 6; 5 1452). Very fine, rare. £220-250 


From KaAstner auction 30 November 1976 lot 484 


ANASTASIUS II ARTEMIUS, 713-715 


Solidus 4.45g, Constantinople 713-715, dN APTEMI[IUS ANASTASIVS MUL], bust facing 
with short beard, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe and akakia, rev 
VICTORIA-AVGU ZO, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC [3b]; MIB 3; S 1464). 
Extremely fine, very rare with double letter ending reverse legend. £850-950 


From Sotheby's auction 17 July 1959 lot 43 
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Solidus 4.48g, Constantinople 713-715, dN ARTEMIUS [ANASTASIVS one rater 
with short beard, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe and akakia, rev 


VICTORIA-AVGU A, cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 2a; MIB ee 


Extremely fine, rare. 


THEODOSIUS III OF ADRAMYTIUM, 715-717 


Solidus 4.51g, Constantinople 715-717, dN THEOdO-[{SIUS MUL A], bust facing with short 
beard, wearing crown and loros, and holding patriarchal cross on globe, and akakia, rev 
VICTORIA-AVGU A cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 1a; MIB 1; S 1487). 
Minor scratch on reverse, about extremely fine, very rare. £1000-1200 


From Lanz auction 34 25 November 1985 lot 948 


Semissis 1.95g, Syracuse 715-717, d*N ChEO-[doS]IuS M[UI], profile bust right wearing 
chlamys, rev VICTORIA-AVGU long cross potent on globe (DOC -; MIB -; S -). Very fine, 
unique. £800-900 


From Kunst & Miinzen auction 18 April 1989 lot 1558 
This Semissis has been struck from the same obverse die as the Tremissis below 


o 


Tremissis 1.27g, Syracuse 715-717, d*N ChEO-[doS]IuS MUI, profile bust right wearing 
chlamys, rev VICTORIA-AVGU cross potent, CONOB below (DOC -; MIB -; S -). Very fine, 
unique. £550-650 


From the Garrett Collection auction, Bank Leu/ N.F.A. Ziirich October 1984 lot 534 part (Tiberius III) 
This Tremissis has been struck with the same obverse die as the Semissis above 


LEO II, THE ISAURIAN, 717-741 


Solidus 4.48g, Constantinople 717-720, UNO LEO- N PA MUL+, bust facing with short beard, 
wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, and akakia, rev VICTORIA-AVGU 
Hi cross potent on three steps, CONOB below (DOC 1; MIB 1; S 1502). Faint scratches, good 
very fine, rare. £300-350 


Semissis 2.17g, Constantinople 717-720, dNO LEO - N PA MULe, bust facing with short 
beard, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, and akakia, rev VICTORIA- 
AVGUS cross potent on globe (DOC 8; MIB 3; S 1505). Pierced, very fine, very rare. £80-100 


Solidus 4.45g, Constantinople 720, dNO LEO -N PA MULe, bust facing with short beard, 


wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, and akakia, rev dN CONST-ANTINUS 
ME, facing bust of Constantine V, beardless, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross 
on globe and akakia (DOC 3var; BMC 14var 1;$ 1504var). Good very fine. 


£300-350 
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Tremissis 1.33g, Constantinople 720, UNO LEO - N PA MUL, bust facing with short beard 
wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, and akakia, rev dN CONSTA-NTINUS 
M, young facing bust of Constantine V, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross potent 
on base (DOC 15var; BMC 3 Const. V; S 1508var). Pierced, very fine, scarce. £70-90 


Tremissis 1.43g, Constantinople 740-741, dNO LEO - N PA MUL, bust facing with short beard, 
wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, and akakia, rev CON-STANTINU , 
mature portrait of Constantine V facing, wearing crown and chlamys and holding cross 
potent on base (DOC 18var; Gr 654var; S 1508var). Large flan, good very fine, rare. £160-190 


The last issue of this denomination, with no letter preceding Constantine's name 


Solidus 3.95g, Syracuse 720-735, [DN]O LE-ON PA M, bust of emperor facing wearing crown 
and chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia, rev [D] NO CO-SNTANT, bust of 
Constantine wearing crown and chlamys and holding long cross on globe and akakia (DOC 43var; 
Sp 299; S 1537B uncertain Italian mint). Very fine, very rare. £500-550 


Semissis 1.90g, Syracuse 720-735, dNO LE-ON PA M -, bust of emperor facing wearing 
crown and chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia, rev [D-CONS] TANT, bust of 
Constantine wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross potent on globe and akakia (DOC (46); 
T 95; S 1566 Const V). Good very fine, rare. £200-250 


From Tigurina / Hess auction November 1988 lot 205 


Semissis 1.87g, Syracuse 720-735, obverse and reverse basically the same as previous 
specimen (DOC (46); T 95; S 1566 Const V). Good very fine, rare. £200-250 


Tremissis 1.19g, Syracuse 720-735, [AN]O LE-ON PA M, bust of emperor facing wearing 
crown and chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia, rev [dN-COS]TAN, bust of 
Constantine wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross potent and akakia (DOC 48; S 1540C 
uncertain Italian mint). Good very fine, rare. £170-200 


Tremissis 1.17g, Syracuse 730-735, [AN LE-ON PA], bust of emperor facing wearing crown 
and chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia, rev CO-STAUS, bust of mature Constantine 
wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross potent and akakia (DOC -; Sp 304; S -). Good very 


fine, rare. £170-200 


Tremissis 1.36g, Rome 721-741, DNO LE-PA MUL, bust of Leo facing wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia, rev DNO CON-TANTI, bust of Constantine 
facing, wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia, in field # - [ (DOC (81); 


BMC 50; S 1534). Good very fine, very rare. £500-600 
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CONSTANTINE V AND LEO IV, 741-775 


Solidus 4.46g, Constantinople 741-751, NG LE-ON PA MUL, bust of Leo HI wearing crown 
and chlamys, holding cross potent and akakia, rev N CO-NS TANTINUS, S recut over oc, 
bust of Constantine facing wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross potent and akakia 
(DOC 1 G 4; S 1550var). Very fine. £180-220 


From Glendining's auction 11 May 1977 lot 156 | - 
For this coin, see S Bendall, NCirc July / August 1977 "Constantine V - an altered solidus die". 


Solidus 4.44g, Constantinople 751-c.757, COHSTANTINOS S LEOh O hEOS, facing busts of 
Constantine V and Leo IV, wearing crown and chlamys, cross between heads, rev G LE-ON 
PA MUL ®, bust of Leo III wearing crown and loros, holding cross potent (DOC 2c; BMC 8; 5 


1551). About extremely fine. £250-300 


Solidus 4.36g, Constantinople c.757-775, as previous coin, but more mature portrait of Leo 
rev G LE-ON PA MUL (B), bust of Leo III wearing crown and loros, holding cross potent 
(DOC 2f; S 1551var). Some double-striking on reverse, good very fine. £170-200 


Solidus 3.98g, Syracuse 751-775, CON[TAN-AEON], facing busts of Constantine V and Leo 
IV, wearing crown and chlamys, cross between heads, rev GNO L-EON PA M, bust of Leo III 
wearing crown and loros, holding cross potent (DOC 15c; S 1565). Good very fine, rare.£550-650 


Semissis 1.82g, Syracuse 751-775, e[CO]N PA U, bust of Constantine wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia, rev eL-EON PA M, bust of Leo III facing, 
wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia (DOC 16; S 1566). About good 
very fine, very rare. £200-250 


Tremissis 1.26g, Syracuse 751-775, N e I [CON PA], bust of Constantine facing wearing 
crown and chlamys and holding cross on globe, rev fragmentary letters, bust of Leo IV facing, 
wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross potent (DOC 17a 2; S 1507). Good very fine, very 
rare. £160-200 


From Glendining's sale 7 March 1990 lot 656 


LEO IV AND CONSTANTINE VI, 776-780 


Solidus 4.38g, Constantinople 778-780, LEOh VS S EGGON CONStANtIhOS O TIEOS, Leo IV 
and Constantine VI enthroned, cross between heads, rev LEOh PAP CONStANtS PAtHR, 


busts of Leo III and Constantine V facing, crowned and wearing loros, cross between heads 
(DOC 2; S 1584). Very fine, rare. £250-280 


BYZANTINE GOLD COINS FROM THE P.J. DONALD COLLECTION 


CONSTANTINE VI AND IRENE, 780-797 


190 Solidus 4.40g, Constantinople 790-792, SVhIA-IAP MITHR, facing busts of Constantine 


holding cross on globe and Irene holding sceptre and cross on globe, rev COhST[ANTINOS] 
R/ B/ , Constantine V, Leo IV and Leo III seated facing, each crowned and wearing chlamys 
(DOC 1 Ivar; S 1593var). Very fine, very rare. £550-650 


From the Lockett Collection Part VIII, Glendining's auction 26 May 1959 lot 271 
Unlike other known specimens, this does not have the usual cross between the heads of Constantine and Irene. 


NICEPHORUS I, 802-811 


191 Solidus 4.38g, Constantinople 802-803, hICI-FOROS bASILE, bust. of emperor facing 
crowned, wearing chlamys and holding cross potent and akakia, rev IhSUS XRIS-TUS hICA 
X, cross potent on three steps (DOC 1b; S 1603). Signs of mount, very fine, very rare. £120-150 


192 Solidus 4.40g, Constantinople 803-811, hICI-FOROS bASILE/, facing bust of emperor 
wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross potent and akakia, rev STAVRA-CIS DESPO/ X, 
facing bust of Stauracius wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross on globe and akakia 
(DOC 2c; S 1604). Pierced, about good very fine, rare. £150-180 


LEO V AND CONSTANTINE, 813-820 


193 Semissis 1.87g, Syracuse, [LEO]h bASILEU, bust of emperor facing wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding cross on globe, A in field right, rev CO-hSTAhTIh, facing bust of Constantine 
wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross potent on globe (DOC (15); BMC -; S 1632 B). Good 
very fine, extremely rare. £300-350 


From the Garrett Collection (acquired from W. Raymond October 1923) Bank Leu/ NFA auction October 1984 part lot 534 
This is the second known specimen of a mule of DOC Classes I and II 


MICHAEL II AND THEOPHILOS, 822-829 


194 Globular Solidus 3.882, secondary mint in Sicily, MI-XAHL bust of emperor facing wearing 
crown and chlamys, holding cross on globe, rev @E-OFILO, bust of Theophilos wearing 


crown and loros and holding cross potent (DOC 15c var; S 1646var). About good very fine, 


scarce. £150-180 
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THEOPHILUS, 829-842 


Solidus 4.38¢, Constantinople 829/835, * @EOFI-LOS bASILE ©, bust of emperor, eee 
wearing chlamys, holding patriarchal cross and akakia, rev + MIXAHL S$ COhSTAhtIh, facing 
busts of his father Michael II and son Constantine, each crowned and wearing chlamys, cross 
between heads (DOC 3d; $ 1653). Tiny scratch in reverse field, about extremely fine. £280-330 


Found in Cyprus October 1961 


Solidus 4.12g, Constantinople 835/842, *@EOFI-LOS bASILE/, bust of emperor facing, 
crowned, wearing loros and holding cross on globe and cruciform sceptre, rev CVRIE bOHO 


H TO SO dOVLO *E, patriarchal cross on three steps (DOC 1a; S 1655). Very fine, very rare. 
£180-220 


From Glendining's auction 4 December 1985 lot 352, illustrated 


Solidus 3.81g, Syracuse 829-830, *@EOFI-LOS bASIL, facing bust wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding cross potent, rev OEOFI-LOS bASIL, bust of emperor wearing loros and 
holding cross on globe (DOC 18; BMC p. 424 note 1;S 1671). Extremely fine. £320-300 


From the Messina Hoard (c. 1961) of 50 solidi, 5 specimens of the above type and 45 of Gr. Class III (S 1670v). 
This is the rare, early Gr Class 1 type with initial star before obverse inscription and gives the emperor the title of Basileus 


Tremissis 1.28g, Syracuse 829-830, *OEO-FILOS bA, facing bust wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding cross on globe, rev @EO-FILOS bA, bust of emperor wearing loros and 
holding cross potent (DOC 20var; BMC 41 described as semis; S 1679). Good very fine. £200-250 


This specimen falls in the same class as the previous coin. It has a large flan for a tremissis and so must be the first 
issue of this rare type 


Solidus 3.85g, Syracuse 831-842, @E-OFILOS, bust of emperor wearing crown and loros, 
holding cross potent, rev @EO-FILOS, bust of emperor wearing chlamys, holding cross on 
globe (DOC 24 Class III; S 1670). Mint state. £250-300 


From the Messina Hoard (c.1961), see above lot 197 for details 


Semissis 1.73g, Syracuse, QEO-FIAOS, bust of emperor wearing crown and chlamys, holding 
cross on globe, rev @EO-FIAOS, bust of emperor wearing crown and loros, holding cross on 
globe (DOC 26c 1; BMC 36; S 1674). Good very fine. £120-140 


From the Lord Grantley Collection (acquired in Rome), Glendining's auction March 1936 


Tremissis 1.24g, Syracuse c.831-842, @EO-FILOS, bust of emperor wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding cross on globe, rev @E-OFILOS, bust of emperor wearing crown and loros, 
holding cross potent (DOC 27; BMC 42 semis; 5 1678). Extremely fine. £150-180 
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ARAB IMITATION 


Solidus 3.45g, probably Palermo after 831, retrograde ®©E-OCILOS, bust of emperor facing 
wearing crown and loros, holding cross potent, rev @EO-CILOS, bust of emperor wearing 
crown and chlamys, holding cross on globe (DOC 25 2; see note after S 1670). Good very fine. 


£160-190 


MICHAEL III, 842-867 


Semissis 1.68g, Syracuse 842-866, MI-XAHL ®, bust of emperor wearing crown and chlamys, 
holding patriarchal cross on globe, rev MI-XAHL ©, bust of emperor wearing crown and 
loros, holding patriarchal cross on globe (DOC 9; S 1694). About extremely fine. £200-250 


Semissis 1.70g, Syracuse 842-866, MI-XAHL, bust of emperor facing wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding cross on globe, rev MI-XAHL, bust of emperor facing wearing crown and 
loros, holding cross on globe (DOC 10 but L for A in titles; S 1695, L for A in titles). Tiny edge 
crack, extremely fine. £200-250 


From Hess auction 4 April 1963 lot 347 


MICHAEL II WITH BASIL I, joint reign May 866-September 867. 


Semissis 1.53g, Syracuse 866-867, MI-XAIIA, bust of emperor facing wearing loros and 
crown, holding cross on globe, rev bAC-IAEIOC, bust of Basil | facing wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding cross on globe (DOC (11); S 1696). Good very fine, extremely rare. £280-340 


From Numismatica Ars Classica 17 September 1990 lot 94 

The young emperor was weak-willed and content to leave the affairs of state to others. To his cost, he befriended 
Basil, a Macedonian peasant who had become a groom at the Imperial court. Basil's ambitions were boundless, and 
he eventually persuaded Michael to crown him co-emperor. A year later, he murdered his unfortunate patron. 


BASIL I, 867-886 


Solidus 4.42g, Constantinople, +IhS XPS REX-REGNANTIUM »*, seated Christ with arm 
upraised, rev bASILIOS ET COhSTANT AUGG b, facing busts of Basil wearing loros and his 
son Constantine wearing chlamys, crowned, holding long patriarchal cross (DOC 2, BMC 2; 


S 1704). Good very fine. £280-340 


From the Bement Collection (1707), and the Lockett Collection Part VIII, Glendining's auction 26 May 1959 lot 283 
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Semissis 1.66g, Syracuse, bAS-ILEIOC, facing bust wearing crown and loros, holding cross 
on globe, rev CON-STANT, bust facing wearing crown and chlamys, holding cross on globe 
(DOC 14a; $ 1714). Extremely fine, scarce. £150-200 


Base gold Semissis 1.02g, Syracuse, bAS-ILEIOC, facing bust wearing crown and loros, 
holding cross on globe, rev CON-STANT, bust facing wearing crown and chlamys, holding 
cross on globe (DOC 14a; $ 1714). Tiny flan crack, extremely fine, scarce. £150-200 


Base gold Semissis 1.08g, Syracuse, bAS-ILEIOC, larger facing bust wearing crown and 
loros, holding cross on globe, rev CON-STANT, bust facing wearing crown and chlamys, 
holding cross on globe (DOC 14a; 5 1714). Good very fine. £150-200 


Base gold Semissis 0.87g, Syracuse, bAS-ILEIOC, facing bust wearing crown and loros, 
holding patriarchal cross on globe, rev CON-STANT, bust facing wearing crown and 
chlamys, holding patriarchal cross on globe (DOC -; S -). Pierced, very fine, unpublished with 
patriarchal cross. £80-100 


From Lord Grantley's Collection and Sotheby's auction 8 December 1922 lot 144 


LEO VI AND CONSTANTINE VIL, 908-912 


Solidus 4.34g, Constantinople, +IhS XPS REX-REGNANTIUm/, Christ enthroned right hand 
raised in benediction, rev LEOh ET COMSTANT / AUGG/ ROM, Leo and Constantine standing 
facing, each crowned and holding cross on globe, wearing divitision and loros, holding 
patriarchal cross between them (DOC 2; S 1725). Very fine, very rare. £170-200 


From Glendining's auction 4 December 1985 lot 353 


ROMANUS I AND CONSTANTINE VIL, 921 


Solidus 4.33g, Constantinople, issued briefly just prior to May 921, +IhS XPS REX- 
REGNANTIUm x, Christ enthroned right hand raised in benediction, revo ROMAh ET 
COhSTANT/AUGG/b, facing busts of Romanus wearing loros and Constantine wearing 
chlamys, both crowned, holding patriarchal cross between them (DOC 4; S 1746). Very fine, 
very rare. £250-280 
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ROMANUS I AND CHRISTOPHER, 921-931 


Solidus 4.22g, Constantinople, +IhS XPS REX-REGNANTIUm x, Christ enthroned, right 
hand raised in benediction, revo ROMAh /ET XPISTOFO AUGG b, facing busts of Romanus 


wearing loros and Constantine wearing chlamys, both crowned, holding patriarchal cross 
(DOC 7; S 1745). Good very fine. £300-350 


CONSTANTINE VII AND ROMANUS IL, 945-959 


Solidus 4.41g, Constantinople, +IhS XPS REX-REGNANTIUm, nimbate bust of Christ 
holding book of Gospels, rev COhSTANT CE ROMAh/AUGG/IIL, facing busts of 
Constantine wearing loros and Romanus wearing chlamys, both crowned, holding 
patriarchal cross (DOC 15; $ 1751). Extremely fine. £280-320 


NICEPHORUS IT PHOCAS with co-emperor Basil II, 963-969 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.36g, Constantinople, +IhS XPS REX-REGNANTIhm, nimbate bust 
of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev hICHFOPeCE bASIL AUGG IR, facing busts of 
Nicephorus wearing loros and Basil wearing chlamys, both crowned, holding patriarchal 
cross (DOC 1a; 5 1776). Good very fine, very rare. £350-400 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.33g, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX-REGNANTIhm, nimbate bust of 
Christ holding book of Gospels, rev +@EOTOC' b'HO h'ICHF dESP/, facing busts of Virgin, 
nimbate, flanked by M - ©, and Nicephorus wearing loros, holding patriarchal cross between 
them (DOC 4; S 1778). Good very fine, rare. £350-400 


JOHN I ZIMISCES, 969-976 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.39g, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX-REGNANTIhm, nimbate bust of 
Christ holding book of Gospels, rev +OEOTOC bOH®/IW dES, facing busts of the Virgin, 
nimbate, M® above her head, crowning John wearing loros and holding patriarchal cross, 
manus Dei above his head (DOC 3 5; S 1785). Good very fine. £300-350 


From "Continental Collector" auction, Glendining's 21 September 1960 lot 956 
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BASIL Il AND CONSTANTINE VIII, 976-1025 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.41g, Constantinople, opening weeks of 977, +IhS XIS REX- 
REGNANTIhm, nimbate bust of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev + bASIL C COHSTANTIh 
b'R, facing busts of Basil, wearing loros of square pattern and Constantine wearing plain 
chlamys, both crowned, holding patriarchal cross between them (DOC (1); 5 1795). ie oe 


fine, extremely rare. 


During this long reign the size and fabric of the gold coins gradually changed from small thick flans to broad thin 
ones. This coin is the very earliest of the reign and its output must have been very brief in the opening weeks of 977. 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.44g, Constantinople c.977-989, +IhS XIS REX-REGNANTIhm, 
nimbate bust of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev + bASIL C COhSTAhTI Rb, two busts 
facing, Basil wears loros and crown, Constantine wearing chlamys and crown, holding 
patriarchal cross between them (DOC 2b/c; $1796). About extremely fine. £300-350 


From Sotheby's auction November 1983 lot 353 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.30g, Constantinople c.1001-1005, +IhS XIS REX-REGNANTIhm, 
nimbate facing bust of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev e+ bASIL C COhSTAhTI bRe, two 
busts facing, Basil wearing loros and crown with suspended crown above, Constantine 
wearing jewelled chlamys and crown, holding long patriarchal cross crosslet between them 
(DOC 4var; S 1798). Small mark on obverse, good very fine, scarce. £240-280 


From Glendining's auction 9 October 1989 lot 327 
Legend variant not noted in DOC 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.33g, Constantinople c.1005-1025, +IhS XIS REX-REGNANTIhm, 
nimbate bust of Christ facing holding book of Gospels, rev +bASIL C COhStAhTI b' R busts 
of Basil, wearing loros and crown with suspended crown overhead and Constantine wearing 
jewelled chlamys and crown, holding long plain cross between them (DOC 6a; S 1800). About 
extremely fine. £350-400 


From Glendining's auction 27 November 1958 lot 166 


CONSTANTINE VIII, 925-1028 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.41g, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX-REGNANTIhm, bust of Christ 
facing holding book of Gospels, rev CWhSTAhTIh bASILEUS ROm, bust facing with long 


beard, crowned, wearing loros, holding labarum and akakia (DOC 1 2;5 1815). Good very fine 
attractive obverse. £240-280 
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MICHAEL IV, 1034-1041 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.29g, Constantinople c.1034, +IhS XIS REX-REGNANTIUm, nimbate 
bust of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev +MIXAH-A bASILEUS Rm, bust of emperor 
facing, crowned, wearing loros and holding labarum and cross on globe, manus Dei above 
(DOC 1a; S$ 1824). Plugged, about good very fine, but important, rare. £150-180 


From Dumbarton Oaks duplicates, Glendining's auction March 1962 lot 168 

Note the A for L in MIXAHA, an unpublished variety. An important feature of this coin is that the gold is 
noticeably finer than the next, paler, specimen. Debasement began during this reign: "Since its creation under 
Constantine the Great, the standard gold coin of the Empire had remained unchanged in fineness. In the reign of Michael IV, 
this proud seven century tradition was broken, -. Although some of Michael's coins are of virtually pure gold, others are only 
20 carat fine." Grierson, "Byzantine Coins" 1982. 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.42g, Constantinople c.1038-1041, +IhS XIS REX-REGNANTIhm, 
nimbate bust of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev +MIX-AH-L bASILEUS Rm, bust of 


emperor facing, crowned, wearing loros and holding labarum and cross on globe, manus Dei 
above (DOC 1b var; S 1824). Slight crease, about extremely fine, rare. £250-280 


Found in Iskenderun (Alexandretta) 1984 
See note on previous coin concerning gold fineness 


CONSTANTINE IX, MONOMACHUS, 1042-1055 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.41g, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, Christ seated on 
a lyre-backed throne, rev +CWhSt-Ahth - bASILEUC Rm, bust of emperor facing, crowned, 


wearing loros and saccos, holding labarum and cross on globe (DOC 2a; S 1829). Extremely 
fine. £140-160 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.44g, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, nimbate bust of 
Christ holding book of Gospels, rev +CWh-C-ATh - bASILCUS Rm, bust of emperor facing, 
crowned, wearing loros and holding long cross and globe surmounted by jewelled cross 
(DOC 3; S 1830). Extremely fine. £140-160 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.37¢, Constantinople c.1054-1055, +IhS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, 
nimbate bust of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev 4CWhSTAhT-hOS IASILEUS Rm, bust of 
Constantine facing, crowned, wearing jewelled chlamys and holding long cross and hilt of 
sword, a large star in field either side (DOC 4; 5 1831). Very fine, rare. £450-500 


The stars in reverse field of this "solidus stellatus” are believed to mark a dramatic celestial event, an explosion in the 
heavens of a supernova star in the Crab constellation during 1054. Chinese astrologers recorded the event which is 


said to have lasted until c. April 1056. 
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Tetarteron Nomisma 4.01g, Constantinople, 4ThS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, nimbate Bust of 
Christ holding book of Gospels, rev +CWhS-ATh - bASILEU Rm, ei of Seu facing, 
crowned, wearing jewelled chlamys and holding jewelled sceptre with trefoil top and globe 
surmounted by jewelled cross (DOC 5a 9; S 1832). Pierced, about extremely fine, scarce. £90-120 


From Dumbarton Oaks duplicates, Glendining's auction lot 171 


Lightweight Tetarteron Nomisma 2.99g, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, 
nimbate bust of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev +CWhSTh - ATh b-ASILEUS Rm, bust of 
emperor facing, crowned, wearing jewelled chlamys, holding sceptre with trefoil top and 
globe surmounted by jewelled cross (DOC 5a ; S 1832). Light in weight, but not Seca! 


fine, rare. 


From Bonham-Vecchi auction December 1980 lot 330. See commentary in DOC Vol III Pt 1 comm. p 32 


Tetarteron Nomisma 4.05g, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, nimbate bust of 
Christ holding book of Gospels, rev +CW-AhT - hOSIL Rm, bust of emperor facing, crowned, 
wearing jewelled chlamys, holding labarum and globe surmounted by jewelled cross (DOC 6; 
S 1833). Good very fine. £280-330 


THEODORA, 1055-1056 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.39¢, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, nimbate bust of 
Christ standing on footstool, holding book of Gospels, rev +@EOAWPA - AVTOVCTA, 
Theodora crowned, wearing saccos and loros, with Virgin nimbate, flanked by M - ©, 
standing facing, holding long labarum (DOC 1c; S 1837). Very fine, rare. £320-350 


From Dumbarton Oaks duplicates, Glendining's auction March 1962 lot 176 


ISAAC I COMNENUS, 1057-1059 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.33g, Constantinople 1057, +IhS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, Christ, 
nimbate, enthroned, raising hand in benediction, rev +ICAAKIOC RA - CIAEVC PWM, Isaac 
standing crowned, wearing military attire, holding drawn sword in right hand, left hand 
resting on sheath (DOC 2var; S 1837var). Struck on a flat flan, an unusual feature, plugged and 
gilt, detail good very fine. £100-140 


Tetarteron Nomisma 4.02g, Constantinople, +IhS XIS REX REGNANTIhm, nimbate bust of 
Christ, holding book of Gospels, rev +ICAAKIOC - RACIAEVC PM, Isaac standing in military 
attire, holding globe surmounted by jewelled cross and sword in sheath (DOC 3 2; S 1845). 
Very fine, very rare. £420-480 
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CONSTANTINE X DUCAS, 1059-1067 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.429, Constantinople, +IhS XI PX RCINANThIm, Christ nimbate 
seated on square-back throne, holding book of Gospels, rev +KWN RAC A-O AOVKAC, 
emperor standing on footstool, crowned, wearing saccos and loros, holding long apart 
with pellet on shaft and jewelled cross on globe (DOC 1b; § 1847). Extremely fine. £110-130 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.45g, Constantinople, +IhS XI? REX RENANtIm +, Christ nimbate, 
seated facing on throne with lyre-shaped back, holding book of Gospels, rev +KWN RAC A-O 
AOVKAC, Virgin nimbate, standing crowning emperor, wearing saccos and loros, right hand 
on breast, left holding jewelled cross on globe (DOC 2; S 1848). Attractive, extremely fine. 
£140-160 


EUDOCIA, May - December 1067 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.09g, Constantinople, +Ih S XIS REX RCINANTIhm, Christ nimbate, 
enthroned, right hand raised in benediction, left hand holding book of Gospels, rev +MIX EVA 
K KWhsS, Eudocia standing on footstool, crowned, wearing saccos and loros, holding jewelled 
sceptre, flanked by Michael and Constantius, each holding cross on globe and akakia (DOC 1; 
S 1857). Plugged, very fine, very rare. £120-150 


ROMANUS IV DIOGENES, 1068-1071 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.36g, Constantinople, +IWMNS -[EVAOKIA], Christ nimbate, 
standing on footstool, crowning Romanus and Eudocia, each wearing saccos and loros and 
holding jewelled cross on globe, rev KWM - MX - ANA, Michael (centre) crowned, wearing 
saccos and loros, holding labarum and akakia, flanked by Constantius and Andronicus, 
similarly dressed, holding jewelled cross on globe and akakia, all standing on separate 
cushions (DOC 1; S 1859). About extremely fine. £180-220 


Romanus needed to halt the advance of the Seljuq Turks into Byzantine territory, but in 1071 (an infamous date in 
Byzantine history) his forces lost the battle at Manzikert, he was taken prisoner and deposed in his absence. 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.38¢, Constantinople, IWMAN/ - EVAKKI/, Christ, nimbate, 
standing on footstool, crowning Romanus and Eudocia, each wearing saccos and loros and 
holding jewelled cross on globe, rev KWN - MX - ANA, Michael (centre) crowned, wearing 
saccos and loros, holding labarum and akakia, flanked by Constantius and Andronicus, 
similarly dressed, holding jewelled cross on globe and akakia, all standing on a single 
jewelled dais (DOC 2; S 1861). Extremely fine. £170-200 
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MICHAEL VII DUCAS, 1071-1078 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.46g, Constantinople, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus crown, 
pallium and colobium, raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels in left, 
IC - XC on either side, rev +MIX -AHA -- RACIA O-A, bust of emperor facing, crowned, 


wearing loros and holding labarum and cross on globe (DOC 2a; S 1868). About eee 


From Sotheby's auction 21 July 1971 lot 505 


Histamenon Nomisma 4.36g, Constantinople, Christ enthroned, holding book of Gospels IC - 

XC left and right, rev +MIXAH - A - RACIA O-A, bust of emperor facing, crowned, wearing 

loros and holding labarum and jewelled cross on globe (DOC 1; S 1869). Good very fine. 
£120-140 


Electrum Tetarteron Nomisma 4.02g, +@KE[RO]-H@EI +, bust of Virgin nimbate, holding 
before her the infant Christ, flanked by M - OV, rev +MIXAHA - S MA-PIA, facing busts of 
Michael wearing loros and Maria wearing jewelled robes, both crowned, holding between 
them long cross ornamented with X and pellet within crescent (DOC5c; S 1872). Usual striking 
crack, about good very fine, scarce. £180-230 


From Santamaria auction Rome March 1928 lot 914, and Goodacre Collection, Christie's April 1986 lot 298 
The further decline in the purity of the gold coinage gathered momentum under Michael VII, and coins often 
contained less than half the amount of gold in coinage struck only forty years earlier. 


NICEPHORUS III BOTANIATES, 1078-1081 


Electrum Histamenon Nomisma 4.28g, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on throne 
with high back, holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right, rev +NIKH®P AE - TW 
ROTANIATHC, Nicephorus standing facing on footstool, wearing crown and loros, holding 
long labarum and cross on globe (DOC 2; S 1882). About good very fine, rare. £130-150 


The seemingly high gold content of this specimen, compared with the base appearance of the other two classes of 
histamenon below, would seem to establish this as the first issue 


Electrum Histamenon Nomisma 4.41¢, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on throne 
with high back, holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right, rev +NIKH®P AEC TW 
ROTANIATHC, Nicephorus standing facing on footstool, wearing crown and loros, holding 
long labarum and cross on globe (DOC 2; S 1882). Striking cracks, good very fine, rare. £110-130 


More base appearance than previous specimen 
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Electrum Histamenon Nomisma 4.47g, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on backless 
throne, raising hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right, rev + 
NIKHIP A - TW ROTANIAT, Nicephorus standing facing on footstool, wearing Poe and 
loros, holding long labarum with X on shaft and cross on globe with pear-drop suspension 
(DOC 3a; S$ 1881). Striking cracks, good very fine. £120-150 


Electrum Histamenon Nomisma 4.23g, Constantinople, nimbate bust of Christ holding book 
of Gospels, IC - XC left and right, rev +NIK-H-®P AECTIT, bust of emperor facing, crowned, 
wearing loros and holding long jewelled cross and jewelled cross on globe (DOC 1; S 1883). 
Good very fine. £160-180 


Electrum Histamenon Nomisma 3.83g, Constantinople, nimbate bust of Christ holding book 
of Gospels, IC - XC left and right, rev +NIK-H-®P AECII, bust of emperor facing, crowned, 
wearing loros and holding long jewelled cross and jewelled cross on globe (DOC 1; S 1883). 
Extremely fine. £160-190 


ALEXIUS I COMNENUS, 1081-1118 


Pre-reform Histamenon Nomisma 4.34g, Constantinople 1081-1092, nimbate bust of Christ 
seated on square-backed throne, raising right hand in benediction and holding book of 
Gospels, IC - XC left and right, rev +AAEZIW AEC - TOT TW [KM], bust of emperor facing, 
wearing crown, jewelled chlamys and holding jewelled sceptre (H pl 1/2-3; S 1893). Unusual 
striking crack, about good very fine. £110-130 


Pre-reform Histamenon Nomisma 4.28g, Constantinople 1081-1092, nimbate Christ raising 
right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right, reo +AAESIW 
AEC - [MOT TW KM], bust of emperor facing wearing crown, jewelled chlamys and holding 
cruciform sceptre with floral ornament (H pl 1/6-7; S 1894). Without flan cracks, reverse striking 
weak, good very fine. £120-150 


Pre-reform Histamenon Nomisma 4.18¢, Thessalonika 1082-1092, +KE RO-AAE XS , nimbate 
bust of Christ holding book of Gospels, rev [AI/MI/T/I] - A/EC/TI/I’/T’ in columns left and 
right, St. Demetrius standing, presenting long patriarchal cross on steps to Alexius standing 


facing, crowned and wearing loros (H pl 1/ 10-12; S 1905). Very fine, reverse in high relief. 
£170-200 


From Christie's auction 17 February 1987 lot 161 


Post-reform Hyperpyron (about 20 carats fine) 4.46, Constantinople 1092-1118, KE RO - HO 
EL, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, raising right hand in benediction and holding 
book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of nimbus, rev A/AE/ZIW/ACC/TMO/TH - 
TW/KO/MNH/NW in columns left and right, Alexius standing facing, wearing crown, 
divitision and chlamys with exaggerated jewelling, holding labarum and cross on globe, 
manus Dei above (H pl 4/3-5; $ 1913). Attractive, about good very fine. £200-250 
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Post-reform electrum Aspron Trachy 4.24g, Constantinople 1092-1118, nimbate Virgin 
enthroned facing, wearing pallium and maphorium, holding nimbate head of infant Christ 
before her, MP - @V in field, rev A/ AE/ZIW/AEC/TIO/T - TW/KO/MN/N in columns left 
and right, Alexius standing facing, wearing divitision and sagion, holding jewelled sceptre 


and cross on globe (H pl 6/2-5; S 1915). Particularly attractive, about extremely fine, eS ka 


From the Goodacre Collection, Christie's auction 22 April 1986 lot 310 


Post-reform Hyperpyron 4.32g, Thessalonika 1092-1118, +KE RO - H@EI, nimbate Christ 
seated on backless throne, raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - 
XC left and right of nimbus, rev A/AE/ S I/W/AEC/TIO/T - T/W/KO/MN/N/W in 
columns left and right, Alexius standing facing, wearing crown, divitision and chlamys, 


holding labarum and cross on globe, manus Dei above (H pl 4/6-10; 5 1924). Very fine. 
£90-120 


Post-reform electrum Aspron Trachy 4.33g, Thessalonika 1092-1118, +KE ROH®@EI, AA 
[EZIW], IC - XC in upper field, nimbate Christ seated on square-backed throne, holding book 
of Gospels, rev +AAECIIOTH - [TWKOMNH], emperor standing facing, wearing crown, 
stemma, divitision and jewelled loros, holding cross on globe, crowned by nimbate Virgin, 
wearing tunic and maphorion M - © in upper field (H pl 6/6-8 var; S 1926). Usual flan cracks, 
about good very fine, extremely rare. £250-280 


Only six specimens apparently known, this has unpublished obverse legend 


JOHN II COMNENUS, 1118-1143 


Hyperpyron 4.45g, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, wearing 
pallium and colobium, raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - 
XC left and right of nimbus, rev +IW AECIIOTH, facing half-length figures of the Virgin, 
nimbate, OV above, MP to right, wearing pallium and maphorium, and John crowned, 
wearing loros, holding akakia, with manus Dei above head, holding long patriarchal cross 
between them (H pl 9/1-3; S 1938). A magnificent specimen, extremely fine, rare in this uncrinkled 
state. £280-330 


Hyperpyron 4.30g, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, wearing 
pallium and colobium, raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - 
XC left and right of nimbus, rev IW /AEC/TIOT/TW/11 = @®V/PO/TE/NH/T, the Virgin 
nimbate and John standing facing, wearing divitision and loros, holding long labarum and 
akakia, the Virgin's hand crowns emperor, M - ® in upper field (H pl 9 4;S 1939). Very fine. 


£140-180 
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Hyperpyron 4.25g, Thessalonika, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, wearing pallium 
and colobium, raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - X> left and 
right of nimbus, rev [+IW AECIOTH], facing half-length figures of Virgin, nimbate, @V 
above, MP to right, wearing pallium and maphorium, and John, crowned, wearing loros 
holding akakia with manus Dei above head, holding long patriarchal cross between Them 
(H pl 9, 10var; S 1947var). Good very fine, rare. £180-220 


From the Foreign Ambassador Sale, Glendining's auction 7-8 March 1957 lot 695 
This coin is of very unusual style and may belong to John III Ducas Vatatzes of Nicaea (1222-1254) 


Hyperpyron 4.25g, Thessalonika, +KE RO (retrograde) - A© nimbate Christ, wearing tunic 
and colobion, seated on square-backed throne, holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right 
of nimbus, rev IW/AEC/TIO/TH full length figure of emperor wearing stemma, divitision 
and panelled loros, and holding jewelled cross on globe, crowned by Virgin nimbate, wearing 
tunic and maphorion © above, MP to side (H pl 9/13-14var; S 1949). Good very fine, very rare. 
£190-230 


This specimen is of most unusual style; note unusual panelled loros, and bust of the emperor which is similar to previous coin. 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.30g, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, 
raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of 
nimbus, rev IW/AEC/MO/TH - O/51/4W/T', in colums left and right, John wearing crown, 
divitision and chlamys, and St George wearing military attire and holding sword, standing 
facing, holding long patriarchal cross with small globus at base between them (H pl 10, 2; S 
1941). A beautiful example, good very fine, rare in this state. £180-220 


From Nicosia Hoard (1920) Lot 14, see P.J. Donald and P. Whitting."A Hoard of Trachea of John II and Manuel I 
from Cyprus", Mints, Dies & Currency, Essays Dedicated to the Memory of Albert Baldwin, London 1971, 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.23g, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, 
raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of 
nimbus, rev [I[W/AEC/lMO/TH] - @/51/9U/17/\ in colums left and right, John wearing 
crown, divitision and chlamys, and St George nimbate, wearing military attire and holding 
sword, standing facing, holding long patriarchal cross with small globus at base (altered to 
three steps) between them (H pl 10 1 altered to 3; S 1942var). About good very fine, of 
considerable interest. £170-200 


From Nicosia Hoard (1920) Lot 31 (see details following lot 258) 
This is an important coin, which due to the visible alteration of the die, establishes the order of two types. 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.30g, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, 
raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of 
nimbus, rev [IW/AEC/MO/TH] - O0/31/4W/TT/\ in colums left and right, John wearing 
crown, divitision and chlamys, and St George nimbate, wearing military attire and holding 
sword, standing facing, holding long patriarchal cross on three steps between them (H pl 10, 
4;S1942var). Good very fine. £130-160 


From Nicosia Hoard (1920) Lot 48 (see details following lot 258) 
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Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.182, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, 
raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of 
nimbus, rev IW/AEC/MIO/TH - ©/re/ & /T10/\ in colums left and right, John wearing 
crown, divitision and chlamys, and St George nimbate, wearing military attire and holding 
sword, standing facing, holding long patriarchal cross on three steps between them (H pl 10, 
4var; S$ 1942var). About good very fine. £130-160 


From Nicosia Hoard (1920) Lot 50 (see details following lot 258) 
Unlike the previous specimen, John's chlamys is square, not pointed, and St. George's legend is not retrograde 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.04g, Constantinople, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, 
raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of 
nimbus, rev IW/AEC/TIO/TH - [O/Te/ & /T1/0] in columns left and right, John wearing 
crown, divitision and chlamys, and St George nimbate, wearing military attire and holding 
sword, standing facing, holding long patriarchal cross on steps between them (H pl 10, 3var; 
S 1942var). Good very fine. £150-180 


This specimen differs from the previous coin in that there is no pellet on John's chlamys (which may represent 
separate officinae), and in the design on St. George's breastplate. The varieties are listed in P. J. Donald and P. D. 
Whitting "A Hoard of trachea of John II and Manuel I from Cyprus", Mints, Dies and Currency" Essays dedicated to 
the memory of Albert Baldwin, London 1971. 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.17g, Thessalonika, nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, 
raising right hand in benediction and holding book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of 
nimbus, rev IW/AEC/IIO/TH - [O/31/9U/11//] in colums left and right, John wearing 
crown divitision and chlamys, and St George nimbate, wearing military attire and holding 
sword, standing facing, holding long labarum between them (H pl 10 5/6; S 1951). About 
good very fine, very rare. £250-300 


MANUEL I COMNENUS, 1143-1180 


Hyperpyron 4.41g, Constantinople, +KE RO - HE\(sic), nimbate bust of Christ facing, raising 
right hand in benediction, holding scroll in left, IC - XC left and right, rv MA/N&H/AA 
EC/MIO/TH - G/MOP/®V/PO/Te/Te, in colums left and right, Manuel standing facing, 
wearing crown, divitision and chlamys, holding labarum and globe surmounted by 
patriarchal cross, manus Dei above (H pl 12, 11var; S 1956). Good very fine, attractive. £250-280 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.22¢, Constantinople first coinage, O/EM/MA - N&/HA in 
colums left and right, bust of Christ nimbate, raising right hand in benediction and holding 
scroll in left, rev M - @V above the Virgin, nimbate, wearing pallium and maphorium, 


standing facing and crowning Manuel Wearing divitision and loros and holding akakia (H pl 
13, 2;S 1957). Usual striking crack, very fine, scarce. £120-140 
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Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.10g, Constantinople second coinage, IC - XC left and right 
nimbate Christ seated on backless throne, raising right hand in benediction and holding aa 
of Gospels, rev MANGHA-AECIIOTH, the Virgin wearing pallium and maphorium and 
raising left hand in benediction, and Manuel wearing crown, divitision and loros and holding 
akakia, both standing facing, holding long patriarchal cross between them (H pils737 51958): 
About good very fine. £120-140 


From the Nicosia Hoard (1920) lot 86 (see details of publication with other specimens listed above) 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.12g, Constantinople third coinage, Christ standing facing on dais, 
wearing nimbus with IC - XC left and right, and holding book of Gospels, stars in field on 
either side revo MANBHA-O/ @E/O/AP/W, Manuel wearing crown, divitision and loros and 
holding sword, and St. Theodore wearing military attire and holding sword, both standing 
facing holding patriarchal cross on large globe between them (H pl 13 7; S 1959). Good very 
fine. £130-150 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.53g, Constantinople fourth coinage, O/EM/MA - NX/HA in 
columns left and right, bust of Christ, nimbate, flanked by IC - XC, raising right hand in 
benediction, and holding scroll in left ree MA/NOV/HA/AEC/MO/THC - O II/®V/POT 
/NNH/TC in columns left and right, Manuel standing facing, crowned, wearing divitision 
and sagion, holding labarum and akakia, manus Dei above (H pl 13 10; S 1960). Good very 
fine, rare. £190-240 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.24g, Constantinople fifth coinage, Christ seated on square-backed 
throne, IC - XC either side of nimbus, his right hand raised in benediction, and holding book 
of Gospels, rev MANBHA-AECIIOTH, the Virgin nimbate, wearing pallium and maphorium, 
standing facing and crowning Manuel wearing divitision and chlamys and holding long 
labarum and cross on globe, MP-OV above and to right (H pl 14 1; 5 1961). Good very fine, 
rare. £130-150 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.03g, Thessalonika third coinage, MP-OV, Virgin enthroned, 
holding nimbate head of infant Christ before her, reve MANUHA-AECTIIO to left, O/A 
/H[M/H/TPI/OC] to right, St. Demetrius, nimbate, in military attire, and Manuel, crowned, 
wearing divitision and chlamys and holding akakia, both standing facing, holding long 
jewelled labarum (H pl 14 7var; S 1974). Good very fine, rare. £140-160 


From the Nicosia Hoard (1920) lot 97 (see details above) 


ANDRONICUS I COMNENUS, 1183-1185 


Hyperpyron 2.29g, Constantinople, , MP-[@V] left and right, Virgin enthroned facing, 
holding nimbate head of infant Christ before her, rev ANAPONIKOC-[AECHOTHC], Christ 


nimbate, holding book of Gospels standing facing and crowning Andronicus wearing 
divitision, loros and sagion, and holding labarum and cross on globe (H pl 18, 9var; S 1983). 


Clipped, about good very fine, very rare. £90-120 
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Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.00g, Constantinople, + O KE RO - HOE, the isthe orans, 
standing facing on dais, nimbate head of infant Christ on her breast, MP-OV left and right, rev 
[ANAPONIKOC-AECHOTH] Christ nimbate, holding book of Gospels SHAG) facing 
crowning Andronicus wearing divitision and chlamys and holding labarum and akakia (H pl 
18, 12; S 1984). Very fine, rare. £160-190 


ISAAC COMNENUS, USURPER IN CYPRUS, 1184-1191 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 3.76g, Nicosia (Cyprus) Issue 3, IC-XC left and right of nimbate 
Christ, standing on dais, wearing tunic and colobion; raising right hand in benediction and 
holding book of Gospels in left, large stars in field left and right, rev ICAAKIOC-AECIIOTIC, 
Isaac standing left, wearing crown with looped pendilia and double jewel droplets, divitision 
and chlamys and holding cruciform sceptre and akakia, being blessed by the Virgin wearing 
pallium and maphorium, ht? above (H -;S -). A little chipped at edge, about extremely fine, the 
best struck of the three known specimens. £2000-2500 


See S. Bendall,""A New Type of Electrum Trachy of Isaac Comnenus of Cyprus (AD 1184-1191)", NCire May 1989 

A great-nephew of Manuel I, Isaac Comnenus rebelled against the harsh rule of Andronicus and established himself 
as an independent ruler in Cyprus, maintaining his position there for seven years, finally succumbing to Richard the 
Lionheart who was in the East as a result of the Third Crusade. Isaac was imprisoned and Cyprus was lost forever 
by the Byzantine Empire. 

This coin's die axis is 180° All three known specimens are from different dies, and vary in workmanship. In this 
case, it is of high quality and compares favourably with the many types of electrum Trachea of this period struck in 
Constantinople during the reign of Manuel I. 


ISAAC II, ANGELUS, 1185-1195 


Hyperpyron 4.18g, Constantinople, MP-OV either side of nimbate Virgin, enthroned facing, 
wearing pallium and maphorium, holding before her the nimbate head of infant Christ, rev 
ICAAKIOC AEC to left, X/ AP/X/M to right, Isaac, crowned by manus Dei, wearing crown, 
divitision and loros, holding jewelled cruciform sceptre, and the Archangel Michael in 
military attire, both standing facing holding long sword between them (H pl 20 2/3var; 
S 2001). Good very fine, rare. : £230-280 


Hyperpyron 4.30g, Constantinople, MP-OV either side of nimbate Virgin enthroned facing, 
wearing pallium and maphorium, holding before her the nimbate head of infant Christ, rev 
ICAAKIOC, Isaac, crowned by manus Dei, wearing crown, divitision and loros, holding 
cruciform sceptre, and the Archangel Michael in military attire, both standing facing holding 
long sword between them, X/M to right (H pl 20, 2var; S 2001). Flat flan, pierced, very fine, 
rare. £70-80 


Electron Aspron Trachy 3.71, Constantinople, MP-®V left and right of nimbate Virgin 
enthroned facing, wearing pallium and maphorium, holding before her the nimbate head of 
infant Christ, , reo ICAAKIOC, AECHO, Archangel Michael wearing military attire, holding 
jewelled sceptre, standing facing and crowning Isaac wearing divitision and chlamys and 


holding cruciform sceptre and akakia, X/M to right (H pl 20 5/8var; S 2002). Good very fine, 
well struck obverse. £100-120 
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Electron Aspron Trachy 4.13g, Constantinople, MP-@V left and right of nimbate Virgin 
enthroned facing, wearing pallium and maphorium, holding before her the nimbate head of 
infant Christ, rev ICAAKIOC, Archangel Michael, Wearing military attire, holding jewelled 
sceptre standing facing and crowning Isaac wearing divitision and chlamys and holding 
cruciform sceptre and akakia, X/M to right (H pl 20,5; S 2002). Obverse slightly double-struck, 
perfect reverse, beautiful detail, extremely fine. £130-150 


ALEXIUS III, ANGELUS-COMNENUS, 1195-1203 


Hyperpyron 4.36g, Constantinople, + KE RO - H@EI, Christ standing facing on dais, nimbate, 
wearing pallium and colobium, raising right hand in benediction and holding book of 
Gospels, IC - XC left and right, rev AAEZIW AECIIOT - ©/W/K/ in column, TW 
KOMN[HNW], Alexius wearing crown, divitision and chlamys, holding akakia, and St. 
Constantine crowned and nimbate, wearing divitision and loros, both standing facing, 
holding long patriarchal cross (H pl 22, 3; S 2007). Good very fine, rare. £170-200 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.75g, Constantinople, KE R-O - H@EI, Christ enthroned facing, 
wearing nimbus, pallium and colobium, raising right hand in benediction and holding book 
of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of nimbus, rev AAEZIW [AECT]]-[O/W/K in column, TW 
KOMNHNW|], Alexius and St. Constantine standing facing, each wearing crown, divitision 
and loros and holding cruciform sceptre, holding long labarum between them (H pl 22, 7var; 
S 2010). Good very fine, scarce. £170-200 


Electrum Aspron Trachy 4.58g, Constantinople, without clear invocation, Christ enthroned 
facing, wearing nimbus, pallium and colobium, raising right hand in benediction and holding 
book of Gospels, IC - XC left and right of nimbus, rev [AAEZIW] AEC-[O/W/K in column, 
TW KOMNHNW], Alexius and St. Constantine standing facing, each wearing crown, 
divitision and loros and holding cruciform sceptre, holding long labarum between them (H pl 
22, 7var; S 2010 or 2009A). About extremely fine, scarce. £170-200 


The obverse invocation KE ROH@EI is obscure and may have been removed from die. See M.D. O'Hara, in NChron 
1977, pp.186-188, no.12, regarding the absence of invocation. 


OSTROGOTHS 


THEODORICUS, 489-526 


Tremissis 1.44g, Milan, DN ANASTA-SIVS PP AVG, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right with star above head and on shoulder, rev VICTORIA AVGVSORVM, Victory 
advancing right, head left, holding wreath and cross on globe, star to left; in ex. CONOB 
(Arslan 23). Extremely fine, rare. £280-350 
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ATHALARICUS OR THEODAHATUS, 527-536 


Tremissis 1.46g, Rome, DN IVSTINI ANVS PI Af diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, 
rev VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM, Victory advancing right, head left, holding wreath and cross 


on globe, star to right; in ex. COMOB (Arslan 106var; MIB 29A var). Extremely fine, ee ces 


PSEUDO-IMPERIAL 


TIME OF JUSTINIAN I, 527-565 


Tremissis 1.42g, Italy, DN IVSTIN-IANVS PF NC, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right, rev VICTORIA AGVSTORVM (blundered), Victory advancing right, head left, holding 


wreath and cross on globe, star to left; in ex. COMOD (Arslan -; MIB -). About extremely fine, 
rare. £240-280 


TIME OF JUSTINUS I, 565-578 


Solidus 4.42¢, Ravenna style, DN I-VSTI - * NVS PP AV, helmeted and cuirassed bust facing, 
holding globe surmounted by Victory and shield, rev VICTORI-A AVCCC Z, 
Constantinopolis seated, head right, holding spear and cross on globe, in ex. CONO. About 
good very fine, unpublished. £300-350 


This very unusual solidus has a typically Ravennate appearance but there is a five-pointed star included in the 
obverse legend and CONO in the exergue,giving it an irregular look, possibly Lombardic 


Tremissis 1.48g, Ravenna Style, DN IVSTINI-ANVS PP AVI, diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right, rev VICTORIA AVCV2TOVH, Victory advancing right, head left, holding 
cross on globe and wreath, star in right field, in ex. CONO. Good very fine, very rare. 

£250-300 


From Peus auction 24 April 1968 lot 434, and Glendining's auction 24 May 1972 lot 89 


Like the previous coin, this has CONO in the exergue. The reverse altogether is rather crude and does not match up 
with the quality of the obverse which has a distinctly Western appearance but of good style. 


END OF SALE 
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CONDITIONS OF SALE 


1. The highest bidder for each lot shall be the 
buyer thereof. In the event of any dispute the 
auctioneer shall have absolute discretion to deter- 
mine the dispute and the disputed lot may well be 
re-offered for sale. 


2. The auctioneer will have absolute discretion to 
divide any lot, to combine any two or more lots, or 
to withdraw any lots from the sale without giving 
any reason. The bidding shall be regulated at the 
absolute discretion of the auctioneer. The auction- 
eer has the right to refuse any bid or bids. 


3. All lots are offered for sale subject to any 
reserve price that may be imposed by the seller. 


4. Alllots are subject to a “BUYER’S PREMIUM” 
of 17.5% inclusive of V.A.T., payable by all buyers. 


5. Bidding commissions for anyone unable to 
attend the auction in person will be carried out by 
Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd. without any additional 
charge. Bids must be in writing and be received at 
least 24 hours before the sale. “Buy’’ commissions 
will not be accepted. Baldwin's Auctions Ltd. shall 
not be liable for errors or omissions in executing 
any bidding commissions. 


6. The buyer of any lot shall, if requested, imme- 
diately notify his name and address to the auction- 
eer and if required, 

(a) provide bank/or other credit references; 

(b) pay the full purchase price, or a fractional 
deposit as may be determined at the discretion of 
the auctioneer. 


7. (a) Lots are sold as shown with all faults, 
imperfections and errors of description and lack of 
authenticity. Neither the Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd. 
nor the vendor shall give any warranty to any 
buyer in respect of any lot or be liable for any fault 
or error of description or lack of genuineness or 
authenticity of any lot. Ail statements as to items 
sold, whether made in catalogues, during the 
course of the auction or otherwise, are statements 
of opinion only and are not and shall not be taken 
to be statements or representations of fact. Bald- 
win’s Auctions Ltd. reserve the right in forming 
their opinion to consult and rely upon any expert 
or authority considered by them to be reliable. 


(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing, if any 
lot, other than a miscellaneous item not individu- 
ally described in the catalogue, should be proved 
by the buyer to be not genuine or authentic, or to 
have been wrongly described in any material 
respect, the buyer may reject the same provided 
that he shall have given notice of his intention so to 
do and shall have returned the same to Baldwin's 
Auctions Ltd. within seven days from, and in the 
same condition as at, the date of sale. The onus of 
proving a lot to be not genuine or authentic or to 
have been so wrongly described shall lie with the 
buyer. Proof of the inability of any recognised 
expert or authority to express a definite opinion 
shall not discharge such onus. If the buyer shall 
discharge such onus, the auctioneers shall rescind 
the sale and repay to the buyer the price paid by 
him. Save as provided herein, Baldwin's Auctions 
Ltd. shall not under any circumstances whatsoever 
be liable for any costs, expenses or damages 


(whether direct, indirect, special or consequential) 
incurred by the buyer in respect of any lot, whether 
or not as a result of any fault, imperfection, error or 
description or lack of genuineness or authenticity, 
including but not limited to loss of any kind of 
profit whatsoever. 


8. Save as provided in the preceding paragraph 
or these conditions buyers must satisfy themselves 
as to the accuracy of their purchases at the time of 
delivery. Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd. cannot be held 
responsible for any discrepancy which might be 
discovered after the lots have been removed from 
either the auction room or the auctioneers’ prem- 
ises. 


9. Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd. act solely as agents 
and shall not be responsible for any default by 
either the buyer or seller or for any action or claim 
which may arise in respect of any lot. 


10. Each lot shall be held at the buyer's risk from 
the fall of the hammer. The lot or lots shall be 
removed by the buyer within seven working days 
after the date of the sale. Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd. 
reserve the right to charge storage and to resell by 
auction or privately, without notice to the buyer, 
any lots not so removed. Buyers may not remove 
lots from the auction room during the course of the 
auction. 


11. Any part of the purchase price left outstand- 
ing after the auction pusuant to Condition 5 shall 
be paid in full within thirty days of the date of the 
auction. Without prejudice to any other rights, 
Baldwin's Auctions Ltd. reserve the right to charge 
interest on any overdue payment at the rate of 
three per cent per month. Seven working days’ 
notice must be allowed for clearance of personal 
cheques before delivery can be made unless prior 
arrangements have been made with Baldwin’s Auc- 
tions Ltd. 


12. Buyers accepting commissions from third par- 
ties do so at their own risk and will remain 
responsible to Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd. for full 
settlement according to these conditions. 


13. By making a bid the buyer acknowledges his 
acceptance of these Conditions and shall be bound 
by them. 


14. If any buyer fails to comply with any of these 
Conditions, the lot or lots in respect of which the 
failure is made may at the discretion of Baldwin's 
Auctions Ltd. be put up again and resold. The 
damages recoverable from the defaulting buyer 
shall include, but not be limited to, the auctioneers’ 
expenses and commission in respect of the resale 
and the amount (if any) by which the price obtained 
on the resale is exceeded by that obtained on the 
first sale. 


15. A variation of these Conditions shall only be 
binding on the Baldwin’s Auctions Ltd. and the 
vendor if it is made in writing and signed by a duly 


authorised representative of Baldwin’s Auctions 
Ltd. 


16. These Conditions shall take effect and be 
construed in accordance with the provisions of 


English law. 
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Forthcoming auctions: 


Auction Number 7 May 1996 


Auction Number 8 Autumn 1996 


All coins, medals and banknotes 


Taisei-Baldwin-Gillio Auction No 22 
Singapore 7 March 1996 


Taisei-Baldwin-Gillio Auction No 23 
Hong Kong September 1996 


General Sales of Chinese, Asian and Indian Coins 


Enquiries with items for inclusion in all these sales are welcomed 


[The Singapore auctions are held in conjunction with the Singapore International Coin Convention and 
the Hong Kong auctions are held in conjunction with the Hong Kong International Coin Convention] 


Baldwin's Auctions Ltd is an independent company formed by members of A.H.Baldwin and Sons Ltd and 
others to hold quality auctions of coins, medals and related material. As well as several sales per year in 
London, we also arrange joint-venture auctions in Singapore, Hong Kong and Beijing in conjunction with Taisei 
Stamps and Coins in S.E.Asia and R.J.Gillio Auctions of Santa Barbara, California, U.S.A. 


Our Directors are: Edward Baldwin (Managing) 
Thomas Curtis (Company Secretary) 
Andre de Clermont 
Patrick Finn 
Timothy Millett 
Peter Mitchell 


Office Manager: Charles Riley 
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